Woodbastwick Parish Council

Incorporating Ranworth and Panxworth

Chairman’s Annual Report May 2012

Following the decision by several councillors to stand down, the following new councillors joined Barbara Garrett and Kit Cator on the Parish Council -  Roy Champion, Nicola Cohen, Mike Deveson, Sue Hitchcock and Maggie Manton.   Sue Hitchcock was elected Chairman with Kit Cator as Vice-chairman.

The Parish Council has met 6 times, alternating the meetings between Woodbastwick and Ranworth Village Halls.

Pressure has been kept on Norfolk County Council to get the speed limit in Panxworth reduced to 30mph as residents there continue to suffer extreme difficulty particularly due to the volume of sugar beet lorries travelling through the village and the general speed of the traffic.  Other options of traffic ‘calming’ have been discussed to try to find a solution to the problem and this will remain an issue of high priority. 

The closure of the Broads Authority’s Information Centre in Ranworth caused enormous problems on the Staithe.  The Norfolk Wildlife Trust who took this over have not been able to carry out the duties required under the Agreement taken out.  Parish Councillors have attended two specific meetings in Ranworth where Broads Authority Chief Executive John Packman had been present together with Charles Cator and representatives from the Granary Stores, the Maltsters Pub, the Wildlife Trust and the Broads Authority to discuss the problems.  It was strongly emphasized that a warden was needed on the Staithe to help people moor boats correctly and, more importantly, ensure that nobody stayed over the 24-hour limit which had been happening on a regular basis.  This is an ongoing problem and the Parish Council will continue to keep pressure on the Broads Authority to carry out its responsibilities.

With regard to the footpath from Ranworth to Panxworth, a meeting took place with the three landowners, David Pooley, Charles Cator and Simon Simpson.  The Parish Council felt there was a strong case for this to be designated a definite path rather than accept it as a permissive path and this is still being investigated by Norfolk County Council.

Monitoring of the condition of the bridleway in Ranworth continues together with the site where it has been planned to hold various activities.  Apart from some archery equipment left on the site nothing very much seems to have taken place so it is hoped that this problem has now receded with Canoeman now based in Wroxham.  New signs put in place regarding no unauthorised vehicles along the bridleway seem to have helped solve other problems.

A new grit bin had been requested and sited near the Church as the condition of the roads around the junction there had been extremely dangerous in the icy conditions earlier this year.

A new village sign coming into Ranworth from South Walsham has been purchased by the Parish Council with the hope that it will remind motorists to slow down through the village.

The Chairman has been liaising with Norfolk County Council regarding the otters crossing the road at the bottom on Norton Hill and it is hoped that the suggested work will soon be carried out and a camera fixed onto a tree to record their movements.

Everyone has worked extremely hard over the year and I am very grateful for all the help and support I have received.  Particular thanks should go to Pauline James for all her hard work.

