Woodbastwick Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 8th September 2010 in Woodbastwick Village Hall at 7.30 pm
Present: Patricia Steven (Chairman)


James Hood

 
 




   Barbara Garrett



Jane Wilson


   Di Eliel




Kit Cator


   Ruth Dobson


   George Debbage (District Councillor)

   James Carswell (County Councillor)


   Rev’d Nick Garrard


  Seven residents

1. Apologies: 

      Di Eliel and Kit Cator



PCSO Bob Hall

2.
Declarations of Interest:

None.
3.
Minutes:
The minutes of the meeting dated 14th July 2010 were agreed to be correct and were signed by Patricia Steven, as Chairman of the Parish Council.
4.
Matters Arising:

4.1
Norfolk County Council has asked for photos and dates for any flooding near Broad Lane; they accept that during exceptionally heavy rainfall there may be flooding, but if there is evidence of flooding during light rainfall then they will investigate further.
4.2
The clerk has contacted the Broads Authority to request that a third bench be installed at Ranworth staithe.
5.
Correspondence:
5.1
Natural England has written concerning the inclusion of the Lesser Whirlpool Ram’s Horn Snail in the list of species for the Broads Special Area of Conservation.  The councillors had no comments to make on this matter.
5.2
Broadland District Council has sent a consultation on establishing a protocol to guide community involvement on significant development proposals.  Patricia offered to read this document.
5.3
Norfolk County Council has asked councils about introducing E-planning, where paper copies of planning applications will be phased out; the councillors felt this would be difficult for small parish councils and for residents without access to the internet.

5.4
PCSO Bob Hall sent a report of one recorded crime since the last meeting.

5.5
The Broads Authority is holding a planning parish forum on Wednesday, 29th September. Patricia and the clerk will attend. 
5.6
The BDC Annual Meeting with Parish and Town Councils will take place on Thursday, 28th October.
5.7
NCC sent information about free Home Fire Risk checks available for the general public.

5.8
The Government has sent a consultation about referendums to approve increases in council tax over an amount set by the Secretary of State; this would be the first time that parish council precepts were controlled in any way.  It was agreed to state that a suitable de minimis level should be set below which a referendum would not need to be called, as a large percentage increase for the small parish council, could mean a very small increase per resident in money terms.  Also the cost of a referendum could cancel out the value of any increase in precept.

6.
Financial Matters:









      £
Balance b/f at 15th July 2010



   965.42
Cheques for Payment:

Acle PC – share of exps



     17.91
P James –clerk’s fee and exps



   276.61
Woodbastwick Village Hall - hire of room

     15.00
Balance c/f at 8th September 2010

               655.90
Savings Account




5,614.00
Total Monies




          £6,269.90
The above invoices were approved for payment.

7.
Fairhaven Garden Trust:
Since the last meeting, the councillors have received comments from a resident on various matters concerning the land in Ranworth.  No other correspondence has been received.
8.
Highways Matters:

8.1
Patricia reported that the two signboards on the footpath to Ranworth Church need replacing; a quote of £85 was accepted.
8.2
Recent flooding was reported on Ranworth Road in South Walsham. The clerk will contact Highways.

9.
Planning:
None.
10.
Environmental Matters:

10.1
There was some discussion about whether the footpath in Panxworth from Cottenham Barns to Norton Hill was a public footpath or not.
11.
Panxworth Church:
Nick Garrard reported that the disposal of Panxworth Church Tower has been under discussion by the Diocesan Office for some time with a potential purchaser who wishes to restore the tower and build a dwelling on the site of the former nave.  It is proposed that most of the older graves will be within a private garden for the purchaser, but newer graves will be in a public garden of remembrance.  The proposals are at an early stage and the residents will be able to comment when the formal plans are issued.  A meeting will be arranged for October to discuss this further.
12.
Public Forum:
12.1
George Debbage reported that Broadland District Council is in a strong financial position as it has good reserves. Economies will still be made as the Council tries to deliver better services for less money.
12.2
James Carswell explained that Norfolk County Council is facing major efficiency savings this year as several Government grants have been withdrawn.  He said that it will be a difficult year with difficult choices.

12.3
There was some discussion about the Fairhaven Trust land in Ranworth; a letter was received from residents about a reference in the police report in The Mardler to some vandalism of the new fence.  The residents stated that they do not condone criminal activity of any sort and that it cannot be assumed that a local resident damaged the fence, as there are many visitors to the area.


Patricia reported that she had spoken to the Police Sergeant, Julia Sandell, who had said that no residents were being accused of anything in the report.


It was agreed that the clerk should forward the residents’ letter to the police and to request their comments on the matter.

12.4
George Debbage reported that some additional planting on the Trust site is planned for November.  It was agreed that the clerk would ask for a planting scheme and details of the gate for the entrance.
12.5
The clerk will contact NCC Highways about an advertising sign that has been fixed to a 40 mph speed restriction sign in Panxworth.
12.6
The councillors confirmed that a noticeboard at Ranworth Staithe had been offered to the Council to use for Council notices, and that the agendas and other relevant papers were being posted there.

12.7
It was reported that the WI did a survey of the graves in Panxworth churchyard some years ago and that this might assist with the location of graves for the proposed development.

12.8
There was some discussion about agricultural vehicles blocking the highway while they were being loaded with sugar beet. Patricia has spoken to the owners of the land.  The land in question is in South Walsham so will be raised at the relevant Council meeting.

12.9
It was reported that a dredger was moved across the road at Norton Hill, blocking the road for over an hour.  A resident contacted the Police and the Health & Safety Executive as there was no signage and no control of pedestrians near the site.

13.
Any Other Business:
12.1
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 10th November 2010 at Ranworth Village Hall.  
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.00 p.m.

Signed...........................................................

Dated: 10th November 2010


Chairman
