Woodbastwick Parish Council

Incorporating Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 3rd June 2015 at Ranworth village hall

In attendance

Sue Hitchcock (Chair)
SH

Stuart Goodall

SG

Zoe Abbit


ZA

Vivienne Adshead

VA

Andrew Lee


AL

Eileen Oliver (Clerk)
EO

1  
Apologies

Kit Cator (Vice Chair)

BDC Councillor Frank O'Neill

2  
Declarations of interest

Stuart Goodall – Sotshole planning application.

Andrew Lee – Panxworth to Pedham footpath.

3 
Minutes of the meeting on 13th May 2015

Agreed as a true record.

4  
Matters arising

i) Insurance policy – three year agreement with Zurich Municipal progressed.

ii) Shearwater Bends

Some resurfacing work appears to have been carried out. However there is a gap which still requires attention.  SH to go back to Justin Le May to ask when the work will be completed.  Action SH.

All other matters were covered elsewhere on the agenda.

5  
Highways Matters

i) 
Salhouse Road, Panxworth – speed limit.

SH has reported back to Phil Reilly (NCC Highways) regarding the concerns raised at the Annual Parish Meeting.  These were:

 inadequate numbers of repeater signs and those in place were too small, 

 the roundels and “SLOW” markings promised for the road surface have not materialised and the flashing sign was in the wrong place.  

Phil Reilly has replied to say that the repeater signs meet the statutory regulations in terms of size and placing.  Roundels and “SLOW” can be painted on to the road surface but the scheme is already over budget.  NCC say that enforcement is the way forward and referred SH back to the police.  Bob Hall has agreed to arrange for more traffic surveys to be carried out.  VA reported that a survey was done on 2nd June.  

A resident asked about the flashing sign – SH replied that the police are investigating.

VA offered to carry out an audit of what is actually in place.  Action: VA.

ii) 
Community Speed Watch

VA has received application forms from five residents who are interested in being trained.  Mike Deveson has taken two forms for possible additional volunteers.  Six people are necessary for a training course to take place.  Karen Sahlsberg has written to all the volunteers apologising for the delay.  VA agreed to progress the scheme.  Action: VA.

ii) 
School Hill, Ranworth – Simon Briggs (NCC Highways) has responded to say that he is still in discussion with the property owners.

iv) 
Criteria for a weight restriction – no response from NCC.  Clerk to email Simon Briggs and copy to SH, Frank O'Neill and Tom Garrod (NCC Councillor).  Action: EO.

6  
Adjournment of meeting for County and District Councillor reports and public participation 

A report had been received from BDC Councillor Frank O'Neill.  SH has written to him thanking him for his support.

No NCC Councillor report received.

Police report received from PCSO Bob Hall – there were three reported crimes in the Parish during May.

Public participation – mostly covered under Highways issues.  

A Salhouse Road resident reported that a new road in a development in Hoveton had also been named Salhouse Road and that this was causing confusion.

7  
Environmental issues

i) Dog mess on Ranworth Staithe:  

ZA has completed her audit and reported that signage to the dog bin was poor indicating that the bin was not easy to find.  ZA and SH have contacted Andy Ellson to request a meeting, which they anticipate will take place on 10th June.  Action: ZA and SH.

ii) Update on application to change the definitive map:  

The Inspector’s awaited report had been received.  It proposed that the Order should be confirmed subject to a change in the alignment of the footpath to Panxworth Tower.  NCC will publish official notices regarding this modification.  Concerns have been expressed by the Ramblers Association’s footpath’s officer about one of the measurements quoted in the report.  Councillors considered that the measurements were a possible distraction from the main issue and that the Parish Council should focus on agreeing the modified route as shown at point X on the map.  SH agreed to pass on this view to Sue Rumfitt (footpath consultant).

iii)   
Panxworth – to Pedham footpath.  Mike Deveson is continuing to progress this and had spoken to Ian Sharman at Norfolk County Council.  The adjoining land owner was not aware of the footpath continuing through Wolseys Farm but residents remembered the path being signed from the Panxworth end.  

8  
Correspondence

i)  
Election paperwork returned from Broadland District Council.  SH asked if there was a Code of Conduct for Councillors – Clerk to check.  Action: EO.

ii)  
Posters received from the Broads Authority promoting their Parish Forum on 17th June in Ranworth Village Hall.

iii)  
Posters received from Broadland District Council promoting their solar power scheme.

iv)  
Notice received from the Planning Inspectorate saying that the Northern Distributor Route is to go ahead.

v)  
SH had been notified that the Police Federation had expressed concern at anticipated cuts in police funding.  She had contacted PCSO Bob Hall who had confirmed that cuts were expected but that nothing had yet been decided. SG suggested waiting until more definite information was available and then work with other Parish Councils to produce a joint response.  This was agreed.

vi)  
Andy Ellson had reported to SH that a tree survey had been undertaken in Ranworth which had included the footpath to Ranworth Church in error.  However, the survey had identified a number of trees that needed attention.  SH will pass this information to Highways Dept and to Charles Cator/Paul Tree.  Action:  SH.

9  
Finance

i)  
The Clerk's finance report was agreed.

ii) 
Cheque signatories – 

Barbara Garrett’s name needed to be removed and AL agreed to be added.  In addition it was agreed that the Council should move to electronic banking with SH and AL as authorised persons for payments.  Clerk to progress.  Action:  EO.

iii)  
The asset register needs to be reviewed;  this item will be placed on a future agenda.  Action:  EO.

iv)  
The cheque for the new three year insurance agreement was signed.


v)
The Annual Return was discussed, agreed and signed.

10  
Planning issues

i)  
Replacement of the board walk at Cockshoot Broad with recycled materials – no objections.

ii)  
School Hill Cart Lodge – no objections.

iii)  
Sotshole Cottage - conversion of garage and erection of a timber summer house – no objections.

11  
Any other business

i)  
VA had received from Mike Deveson the “Adopt a Kiosk” paperwork regarding the Panxworth telephone box and recommended that this should be approved by the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the ‘phone box should be purchased for £1 subject to there being no cost to disconnect the power supply.  Action: VA.

iii) Co option of additional Councillor.  

Another Councillor was required (ideally from Woodbastwick) to bring the Council up to the full quota of seven.  It was agreed that SH would speak to Angela Mobbs.

iii)  
Standing Orders 2015 – 2016 – agreed and signed.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.30.

Signed …...............................................

Dated ….......................................

Chair



