Draft


Woodbastwick Parish Council

Incorporating Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 4th November 2015 in Ranworth Village Hall

In attendance

Sue Hitchcock (Chair)
SH

Stuart Goodall

SG

Andrew Lee


AL

Zoe Abbitt


ZA

Vivienne Adshead

VA

Angela Mobbs

AM

Eileen Oliver (Clerk)
EO

Four residents attended.

1.  
Apologies for absence

Kit Cator (Vice Chair)
KC 

2.  
Declarations of interest

None declared.

3. Proposed co-option to the Parish Council

The Chairman introduced Angela Mobbs and asked for a proposer and seconder for her to be co-opted on to the Parish Council.  She was proposed by AL and seconded by VA.

4.  
Minutes of the meeting of 7th October 2015

Agreed and signed as a true record.

5.  
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 7th October

5.1
Norton Hill verge and vegetation issues – this had been dealt with since the last meeting.

8.2
Broads Climate Adaptation Plan:  Simon Hooton of the Broads Authority will attend the January meeting to discuss the Parish Council’s comments on this paper.   Action EO.

13.0
Panxworth telephone kiosk – the transfer of ownership has gone through and 
VA asked that suggestions for its future use be discussed at the January 

meeting.  VA also said that the power was still connected and that she was 
planning a clean up day for next week.  VA will also take soundings from 

residents to get their views.  Action: VA/All.


13.1
Panxworth bridge – repairs have not been made, clerk to follow up with 


Highways.  Action: EO.

14.0 Clerk to advise insurers (Zurich) that the Parish Council had purchased the Panxworth telephone kiosk and that there was an electrical connection in place.  Action: EO.


15.1 Training for new councillors: the Clerk is waiting for new dates to be circulated. 

VA asked if there were still places available on the session in Cringleford on 7th December.  Clerk to check and report back to VA.  Action: EO. 

6
To discuss Highway matters, including:

6.1
Norton Hill vegetation - work completed.

6.2
Community Speed Watch – training completed.  Three sessions had already been carried out and all went very well, the presence of the speed watch teams giving a clear message to motorists.  At least one session per week has to take place.  VA will put a notice in the Mardler reporting on progress and asking for more volunteers. Action: VA. 



6.2.1
VA expressed the thanks of the Parish Council to Mr Douglas Cooper 


(Dobbie), for his hard work in coordinating the signage and storing  


equipment.  His help was invaluable.  



6.2.2
Norfolk Constabulary have asked for extra sessions to take place in 


Brake Road Safety Week (18th to 24th November).  Action: VA.

6.2.2
Mr Cooper requested that an additional 40mph roundel be placed on Salhouse Road where the limit changes from 30mph to 40mph.  SH agreed to take this up with Highways.  Action: SH.  


6.3
School Hill, Ranworth – fencing issues.

SH had received a response from NCC saying that there was no doubt that the new fence encroached on the highway and that they expected a response from the property owners within the next week or two.

7 
To adjourn the meeting for public participation, Police and District and County 
Councillor reports


No County Councillor report.


District Councillor report had been received and circulated – no comments.


Police report – there was one reported crime in the Parish in October.


Public Participation

7.1 Mr Champion advised the Council of a letter that he had written to Philip 

Courtier, Head of Planning at BDC, copied to the CEO of BDC, the planning portfolio holder and the District Councillor Frank O'Neill.  This letter concerned a number of issues about the District Council's planning processes and their subsequent handling of a 
number of planning applications over the last two years.  There were particular concerns about the lack of transparency and communication between the district council and the public.  Mr Champion asked the Parish Council to support him in continuing to press for improvements and to keep these issues alive.  SG suggested that it was essential to concentrate on failures of process and not focus on individual applications; also to point out the differences experienced between BDC and the BA.  Mr Champion agreed.  SH proposed that the Parish Council should write to Councillor Frank O'Neill to ask for his support.  This was agreed.  

SH and ZA will also raise the issue at the BDC Annual meeting of  town and parish councils on 12th November.  Actions: SH/ZA/EO.  

7.2
Mr Deveson questioned the provision of grant funding to the village halls at Ranworth and Woodbastwick and asked if similar help would be made available for Panxworth.  It was pointed out that the village halls were available for use by all parish residents and that the village hall grants would come out of the current year's budget and not necessitate an increase in the precept.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would certainly consider any requests from Panxworth residents regarding specific requirements for that village.

8
Environmental Matters

8.1
Ranworth Staithe – the board walk had been sealed off due to safety issues but will be repaired as soon as possible.  There was still no additional signage for the dog bin but Chris Morphew (Broads Authority) said he was putting up a notice that day.  The hedges along the edge of the car park will be trimmed before Christmas.  


8.2
Application to change the definitive map – there were no further responses 

from the landowners.  SH will contact Sue Rumfitt to find out what will happen 

next.  It was noted that there could be delays due to the ill health of the 


Planning Inspector.

9
Received correspondence


9.1
A brochure had been received from Norse, promoting their grounds 


maintenance service.

9.2
An email had been received from Victoria Frost of BDC concerning the naming of the track known as Common Lane.  SH confirmed the location of Common Road and Common Lane.  The affected residents have also agreed  this and BDC will proceed.

10
Finance


10.1
The finance report was agreed together with the following payments:

· £20 to Ranworth Village Hall for room hire.

· £8.70 to VA to cover Community Speed Watch expenses.



· £108.34 to EO as her salary for October. 




10.2
2016-2017 budget and precept – to be put on the agenda for the January 

meeting.  It was noted that it was unlikely that an increase in the 



precept would be necessary.

10.3
The Millennium Book – SH will be contacting the people who are involved with this project to try to progress the matter. 

11 Transparency Code for Small Councils – 

This is a requirement to display all financial and meeting information on the website, mostly on an annual basis, some items such as agendae and minutes to be displayed every month.  Also the Code specifies displaying this information on the website; it is also good practice to display information on parish notice boards.  Much of this is already done.  SH will display the names and positions of the councillors on the notice boards having been given their agreement to do this.  Action: SH.

There is funding available to cover the costs of implementing the code, including the opportunity to spend up to £300 on a laptop.  It was agreed that a council owned laptop would be useful.  Clerk to investigate costs and report to January meeting.  
Action: EO.

 12
Planning Matters


12.1
Dove Cottage, demolition and rebuilding of barn – SH had received an 


update from Steve Kenny at BDC.  The property owner had taken his 


planning application to BDC but the plan of the higher elevation was 


considered unsuitable.  The applicant had agreed to provide a better plan and 

it is anticipated that the application will be submitted next week. 

12.2
The Cottage, School Hill, application to build a cart lodge – the application had received full planning approval.  The property owner had written to the Parish Council detailing exactly what the application entailed and what he would 
be doing with the new building.  Clerk to reply thanking him for supplying the information.  Action: EO.

13
Standing Orders and Grants Policy



To be carried over to the January meeting.  SH circulated a draft policy for 

councillors to consider.

14
Any other business


14.1
BDC Annual Meeting of Town and Parish Councils on 12th November – Clerk 

to book places for SH and ZA.  Action: EO.

14.2
Clerk intends to take the ILCA course – the Council was prepared to fund this in full, but the Clerk suggested that the Council should pay half the cost - £75.00.  This was agreed.  Action: EO.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:30.

Signed …...............................................

Dated ….......................................

Chair

Future Parish Council meetings will take place on the following dates:

Wednesday 6th January 2016 in Woodbastwick Village Hall at 7.30pm

Wednesday 3rd February 2016 in Ranworth Village Hall at 7.30pm

Wednesday 2nd March 2016 in Woodbastwick Village Hall at 7.30pm



