Woodbastwick Parish Council

Incorporating Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2016 

in Woodbastwick village hall 

In attendance:

Sue Hitchcock (Chair)
SH
Kit Cator (Vice Chair)
KC

Stuart Goodall

SG
Vivienne Adshead

ZA

Eileen Oliver (Clerk)
EO

1.
Apologies:


Andrew Lee

AL


Zoe Abbitt

ZA


2.
Election of Chair and Vice Chair for 2016 - 2017:


Chair:

Sue Hitchcock was proposed by Vivienne Adshead and seconded by Stuart Goodall and thereby duly elected.


Vice Chair:


Christopher (Kit) Cator was proposed by Sue Hitchcock and seconded by Vivienne 
Adshead and thereby duly elected.

3.
Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and requests for a dispensation:


Panxworth to Ranworth footpath – KC.


Planning application for Ranworth village hall  – SG.

4.
Minutes of the meeting of 6th April 2016:


Agreed and signed as a true record.

5.
Matters arising from these minutes:

5.1
Deer warning signs:



Highways have advised that these are in hand.

5.2
Boardwalk at Cockshoot Broad:



No response received.  KC advised that the landowner is awaiting a proposal from 

the Broads Authority.

5.3
Flooding on Ranworth Road, South Walsham:



Clerk to raise again if further problems occur.  Action: EO.

5.4
Parish Council laptop:
A laptop has been purchased.

5.5
Anglian Water Pollution Watch:



Clerk to request publicity materials for notice boards.  Action: EO.

5.6
NALC notice of forthcoming changes to the planning system:



No comments were submitted.

6.
Highway matters:

6.1
Community Speed Watch scheme:



VA attended a site visit with Richard Wiseman (NCC Highways).  A SAMS sign will 

be provided for use on Salhouse Road, Panxworth from 18th July for three weeks.  

The Parish Council will apply for a SAMS sign of its own when the Parish 


Partnerships scheme reopens later this year.



A survey during the previous week had identified fifty speeding cars on Salhouse 

Road.  The police surveyed the road twice in the same week.



VA expressed her thanks for the support she has received from Highways officers.

6.2
Warning signs for deer:
Covered under item 5.1.

6.3
Shearwater Bends:

SH has met with Justin Le May who confirmed that the road surface was on the list for repair, together with the pothole by a drain cover in Panxworth and the road surface and markings on the bend by the Maltsters in Ranworth.

7.
Environmental matters:

7.1
Rubbish at Ranworth Staithe:

The compactor at the Staithe has been moved following complaints from the Parish Council, businesses and residents.  The Broads Authority will amend the notice at the staithe, which directs people to the bins.  SH has been advised by Simon Hooton that the signs will be updated once the National Park status has been resolved.  SH noted that Simon Hooton had been very helpful.

7.2
Ranworth Boardwalk:

SH had discussed the matter at a site meeting with Justin Le May who was going to contact the Broads Authority.  An alternative footpath was not an option because of the sluices across the verge making the cost prohibitive.


SH and ZA had attended a meeting at the Ranworth Estate office that afternoon.   At the meeting it had been suggested that the Parish Council should play a leading role in bringing the interested parties together for the future maintenance of the walkway.  SH put this to the Parish Council.  

It was agreed that, given the limited resources of the Parish Council together with no salaried staff being available, and also public liability insurance and other issues, it was not possible to take on any responsibility regarding the upkeep of the boardwalk in the future.  SG suggested that the main organizations involved should work together and share the responsibility between them.  The Parish Council could help facilitate this but not lead it.  

7.3
Change to the Definitive Map:

NCC have assessed the condition of the path and are approaching the  landowners with a view to getting the path cleared and open.

7.4
Better Broadband for Norfolk:

BDC have confirmed their funding contribution of £560,000 but it was unlikely that any benefit would be noticed until mid 2017.

7.5
Climate Change Adaptation Plan and Emergency Planning:

SH had met with Simon Hooton that morning.  He provided contacts in the Environment Agency emergency planning unit and within Broadland District Council.  It was suggested that a sub committee should be formed to take the issues forward.   SG asked if  work was already being done within NCC to avoid unnecessary duplication.  SH to contact to Simon Hooton.  Action: SH.

8.
Planning issues:

Two planning applications had been received, one for Ranworth village hall roof 
repairs and storage extension; the other for the conservatory at the Old Rectory, 
Woodbastwick.  The Parish Council had no objections to either of the applications.

9.
Correspondence:

9.1
Letter from BDC to confirm that the Site Allocations DPD has been adopted.

9.2
SH had received a letter of resignation from Angela Mobbs.  Notices advertising the vacancy have been placed on the noticeboards.

9.3
The Tour de Broads will pass through several villages on Sunday 21st August.  Ranworth has been designated a refreshment stop.

10.
Finance report and payments:


The clerk explained the changes to the earmarked reserves.  The amount for the 
refurbishment of the Panxworth telephone kiosk will be revised.  The clerk will now 
take the accounts paperwork to the internal auditor and the Annual Return will be 
signed at the June meeting.  Action: EO.


The following payments were agreed:


£289.00 to Mr C Cator for the purchase of the laptop, including VAT of £48.17.


£20 to Woodbastwick village hall for room hire.


£110.49 to clerk for April 2016 salary.


£11.00 to clerk for printing ink including VAT of  £1.83.

11.
Standing Orders 2016 – 2017:

These had been amended to give gender neutrality.  They were signed and distributed by SH.

12.
Any other business (note that this is to report matters for inclusion in a future 
agenda or matters which require no decision to be made by the Council)


Clerk Appraisal:


KC reported that he has conducted an appraisal and planned future meetings.  The 
Parish Council agreed that he should continue with this.  Action: KC/EO.

There being no further business the meeting was concluded at 21.45.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 1st June at 7.30pm in Ranworth village hall.  

Signed.......................................................

Date.................................................

Chair 
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