Woodbastwick Parish Council

Incorporating Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November 2016 

in Ranworth Village Hall

Present:

Sue Hitchcock (SH)

Chair

Stuart Goodall (SG)

Zoe Abbitt (ZA)

Vivienne Adshead (VA)


Andrew Lee (AL)

Douglas MacKay (DM)  Eileen Oliver (Clerk)
EO

Two Panxworth residents attended.

1.  Apologies:

     Kit Cator (KC)
Vice Chair.

2.  Declarations of interest:

     None.

3.  Minutes of the meeting of 5th October:

     Agreed and signed as a true record.

4.  Matters arising from those minutes:


4.1  Pothole at Primrose Corner:


       This has been reported to Highways.


4.2  Raised manhole cover in Panxworth:


       This has been reported to Highways.


4.3  Overhanging vegetation in Panxworth:


       This has been reported to Highways.


4.4   Lorries on Salhouse Road:


        VA is meeting Justin Le May on 15th November.  Action: VA.


4.5  Dove Cottage planning application:


       Scheduled to go to committee in December.


4.6  Heritage Ranger Scheme:


       No further information has been received.


4.7  Council success stories:


        After a recent meeting with PC Andrew Mason and other parishes, VA would

                  consider whether there was a success story to report on the Speed Watch

                  Scheme.


4.8  Christmas hampers:


        A letter confirming the number required has been sent to the Shelroy Trust.

5.  Highways Matters:


5.1  Community Speedwatch Scheme:


       VA and Mr Cooper attended a meeting with PC Andrew Mason, the police 
   
       Community Speed Watch co-ordinator.  Salhouse Road does not meet the 

       criteria for a speed camera.


5.2  Parish Partnership Scheme:


       The funding bid has been written.  The two outstanding pieces of information 
       are the confirmation of the total cost and for Highways to confirm the locations 
       of the SAMS2 sign.  This will be done at VA's forthcoming meeting with Justin 
       Le May on 15th November.  VA will circulate the completed bid prior to 
    
       submission on 16th December.  Action: VA.


5.3  Operation of sugar beet lorries on Sundays:


       Some Panxworth residents have complained directly to British Sugar.  AL has 
       been informed that contracted vehicles have to operate on Sundays.  Mr 
 
       Cooper reported that the lorries are not speeding.  SH has requested a meeting 
       with Mr Dear of British Sugar.


       AL said that the only viable solution would be a 7.5 ton weight restriction 
 
       through Salhouse and Rackheath.  VA will discuss this in her forthcoming 
  
       meeting with Justin Le May.  Action: VA.

6.  Adjournment for public participation, Norfolk County Council, Broadland District 

     Council and police reports:

No reports received from NCC or BDC.  Latest police report shows one crime was committed in the parish during August.

Public participation:

Mr Deveson asked if the parish council could make a donation to the Poppy Appeal.

7.  Environmental matters:

 
7.1  Rubbish at Ranworth Staithe:


       The compactor bin will remain at the staithe for the winter.  It has been moved 
       to the site where the large bins were located.


7.2  Broads Climate Adaptation Plan: 


       No further information has been received.  There has been no response to the 
       appeal for volunteers in The Mardler.


7.3  Dog waste bins:

Broadland DC have suggested that education is a better way forward rather than providing more bins.  Parish councillors agreed with this and the Council

will sign up to the “Top Dog” scheme.  DM suggested putting notices at popular

parking places, stating where the nearest bins are located.  Action: EO.

8.  Planning matters:

8.1 The application for a tea room in Slad Lane had been turned down by the

 Broads Authority.

9.  Received correspondence:


9.1  Better Broadband for Norfolk update:


       The time-scales are 2019 for Ranworth and 2020 for Woodbastwick.  SH will 
       request the time-scale for Panxworth.  Action: SH.

9.2 An email had been received from the Norfolk Association of Local Councils about the proposed referendum for increases in parish council precepts.  It was agreed that this was unworkable particularly in the case of small parish councils.  Clerk to respond in support of the letter from the NALC.  Action: EO.


9.3  Broads Plan:


       SG commented that the Plan was weighted heavily in favour of water borne 
       transport and that there was little there for residents and walkers.  Clerk to 
  
       respond expressing parish council concerns about this.  Action: EO.

10.  Finance report:


10.1  The clerk's financial report was accepted and the following payments agreed:




£20.00 to Ranworth village hall for hire of the meeting room.




£110.49 to the clerk for her October salary.

11.  Donations Policy:


11.1 SH circulated a draft policy. It was agreed that there should be guidelines in 
        place in order to ensure flexibility, clarity, discretion and fairness. It was    
 
        therefore decided that the parish council should consider making donations to 
        charities providing that the outcome would have tangible benefits for parish 
        residents. Organisations requesting funds over £200.00 should be asked to 
        provide accounts.  It was agreed that such applications would be discussed 
        quarterly in January, April, July and October and that these should be clearly 
        shown on the meeting agendae.  SH to amend the draft accordingly for 
        
        further discussion at the next meeting. Action: SH.

12.  Any other business:

12.1 SG asked if public participation in meetings should be contained so that

 
         members of the public were not speaking through so much of the meetings.  
         The general consensus was that public participation was useful and should be 
         welcomed but also managed.  It was agreed that the public participation

         agenda item should be moved to item 4 on future agendae.  If questions were

         raised about items to be discussed further on in the meeting then the

         Chairman would use her discretion and move the item up the agenda to

         enable discussion to take place. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.15.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 4th January 2017 at 7.30pm in Woodbastwick village hall.

Signed …......................................................................   Date ….................................

Chair



