Woodbastwick Parish Council

Incorporating Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th January 2017 

in Woodbastwick village hall 

Present:

Sue Hitchcock (Chair)
SH

Kit Cator (Vice Chair)
KC

Stuart Goodall

SG

Vivienne Adshead

VA

Douglas Mackay

DM

Zoe Abbitt


ZA

Eileen Oliver (Clerk)
EO

Two Panxworth residents also attended.

1)  
Apologies:

Andrew Lee (AL)

2) 
Declarations of interest:

SG – Item 12.

3) 
Minutes of the meeting of 2nd November 2016:

Agreed and signed as a true record.

4) 
Matters arising from these minutes that are not covered elsewhere on the agenda:


4.1
The pot-hole at Primrose Corner has been repaired.


4.2
Raised manhole cover in Panxworth:  Clerk to chase Highways.  Action: EO.


4.3
Overhanging vegetation, South Walsham Road, Panxworth: Clerk to chase 

Highways.  Action: EO.


4.4
Christmas hampers:  Clerk to send letter of thanks to the Shelroy Trust.  


Action EO.


4.5
Potential 7.5 ton weight restriction:  A meeting has been arranged with 


Salhouse and Rackheath Parish Councils at 19.30 on the 18th January.  SH, 

VA, AL and DM to attend with KC and ZA possibly joining them. 

4.6
Dog waste bins: SH raised the issue of the cost of providing one bin based on prices quoted by Upton Parish Council in their minutes.  VA will arrange a site visit to Hulver Road with the concerned resident to assess the problem.  SH will contact the Broads Authority again re improving the signage to the bin at Ranworth Staithe. This item to be on the agenda for the next meeting. Action: SH/VA/EO.


4.7
Better Broadband for Norfolk: A new communications cabinet is to be 


installed at the rear of the verge outside The Old Foundry, South Walsham 

Road, Panxworth in 2018.


4.8
The proposal for increases to precepts being subject to referendum has 


been shelved.


4.9
Broads Plan: The Parish Council comments were submitted to the Broads 

Authority.

5)
Adjournment for District Council, County Council and police reports and public 
participation:

5.1 
No District or County Council reports received.  SH said she would contact 
Tom Garrod and Frank O’Neill.   Action:  SH
One crime reported in the 
parish during November 2016.


5.2 
Public Participation:



Mr Cooper reiterated the need for additional dog bins.  He is happy that the 

issue is to be raised again at the next meeting.

Mr Cooper reported that sugar beet lorries are being loaded at the side of Salhouse Road, often three at a time and he considered this to be a road safety issue.  SH suggested that he should contact Andrew Dear at British Sugar with the haulier’s name and the time of day the obstruction took place.

Mr Cooper also reported concerns about the wood smoke from the bonfires at Hulver Road.  KC offered to follow this through with the Woodbastwick Estate Office.  Action:  KC
Mr Deveson asked if the public could attend the meeting on the 18th January as he was concerned that more traffic will use Plumstead Road when the NDR opens and also would like to know the results of the traffic counts that the County Council have been carrying out.  SH said she would let him know if it would be possible to attend.  Action SH
Mr Deveson also expressed concerns about a site in Panxworth which has been put forward in response to the call for sites in the Site Allocations DPD although he welcomed, in principle, additional housing in Panxworth.

6)
Highways matters:

6.1
Community speed watch scheme: Two new batteries have been ordered.

6.2
Parish partnership scheme: The application for funding for a SAMS2 sign has been submitted.  The decision is expected in March 2017.

6.3
Sugar beet lorries:  SH, AL and VA have met with Andrew Dear and Daniel Green from British Sugar.  It was a useful meeting where concerns were highlighted over the sugar beet lorry traffic.

7)
Environmental matters:

7.1
Rubbish at Ranworth Staithe: The compactor bin was proving inadequate.  SH has sent photographs of the overflowing rubbish to the Broads Authority but the response has been poor, with the Broads Authority suggesting that the rubbish was coming from residents rather than from boat traffic.  SG asked if there was a higher authority to whom this could be reported.  SH will talk to Cllr Lana Hempsall to find out who is now the appropiate executive member.  Action: SH.


7.2
Broads Climate Adaptation Plan: There has been no response to the appeal 

for volunteers in The Marshland Mardler.  SH will respond to Simon Hooton, 

saying that sadly the Parish Council was not in a position to take this further.



Action: SH.

8)
Planning matters:


8.1
The Dove Cottage application has been approved.  Clerk to seek clarification 

on the 'conditions' imposed.  Action: EO.


8.2
The Slad Lane tea shop application has gone to appeal.

9)
Received correspondence:


The precept request form has been received.  To be discussed under item 11.


10) Finance:


10.1
The finance report and the following payments were approved:



£35.00 to the Data Protection Commissioner



£20.00 to Woodbastwick village hall for room hire



£220.98 to the Clerk for her November and December salary.

SH asked if the Millennium Fund money could be separated out from the total funds available to the Parish Council in future reports as it distorted the true position.  Action: EO.


10.2
It was noted that the funding for the SAMS2 sign would come out of the 


reserves in the 2017/2018 financial year.

11)
Precept for 2017/2018:


It was agreed that the precept should remain at £3,300.

12)
Grant request from Ranworth Village Hall committee:

The village hall committee had requested a grant of £1,000 towards the cost of 

repairing the flat roof and creating a storage area.  SG talked about the cost 

of maintaining the village hall and explained that this was a one-off request and not an ongoing commitment for the Parish Council.  He added that the hall was available for the residents of Panxworth (who were welcome to join the committee) as well as the residents of Ranworth. 

Concern was expressed that the agenda item was ambiguous as it did not clearly indicate what the matter actually entailed.    Following a discussion, it was proposed by ZA and seconded by VA that the item should be carried over to the next meeting, with the wording changed appropriately.  Two councillors voted in favour, one against, so the motion was carried.  Action: EO/SH.

13)
Proposed donations policy:


SH circulated a draft for discussion at the next meeting.

14)
Any other business:


None.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 2nd February at 7.30pm in Ranworth Village Hall.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:45.

Signed ….......................................................................   Date …........................................

Chair
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