


Woodbastwick Parish Council
Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting from 4th September 2019 at 7.30pm

Present:	Kit Cator 		KC		Chair
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor
		Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
		Nigel Brennan 		NB 		Broadland District Councillor
		Fran Whymark		FW		District & County Councillor
		Carol Champion 	CC		Tree Warden 
		5 members of public
Apologies:	Justine Thomas 	JT 		Broadland District Councillor 
Vivienne Adshead	VA		Vice Chair 
		Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor

		Item
	Action

	1  Apologies  
As above.  

	

	2  Declarations of Interest
AL expressed an interest in item 7(b) land for sale in Panxworth.  

	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
Agreed and signed.  

	

	4  Matters Arising
Nothing in addition to the Agenda for this meeting.    

	

	5  Highways
a) The speed reports had been previously circulated by Vivienne Adshead; it was noted by KC that some 80% of traffic was still travelling above the speed limits. 
b) The Panxworth signs have been installed.  The Chairman updated the meeting on the latest advice from Highways and a member of the public confirmed that some of the Ranworth signs had recently been installed near the pub.  
c) KC explained that the handrail at Cockshoot Dyke had been damaged and this had been reported to Highways and would be repaired in due course.  

	

	6 Environmental Matters
The clerk explained that Highways required a marked-up plan of the footpaths requiring attention; SG duly completed for the clerk to send.  
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	7  Planning
a) KC advised that the enforcement team were still monitoring case 2019ENF161 regarding the proposed campsite at Ranworth.  The owner of the land is expected to raise a business case shortly and present to the parish council at an upcoming meeting.  

With regard to the reclamation yard, the clerk read out the latest response from the District Council’s Enforcement Officer:
“I have met with the Development Manager and Area Planning Manager today. They feel that the expansion of the site may be acceptable in policy terms and that an application should be invited to consider the development. I have therefore notified the site operator that an application should be made and will advise you when this is received”
AL expressed the residents’ frustration with this development and requested the Parish Council request some works to the aesthetics of the site in the form of boundary hedging.  Clerk to respond to the Enforcement Officer with this suggestion.  
b) Highlights of correspondence concerning the sale of land off Salhouse Road, Panxworth was read aloud; all attendees being copied into this.  The site was identified for those who were unsure of the location.  FW confirmed he had sent an email to Ben Burgess of Broadland District Council and was awaiting an answer.  SG summarised concerns over administrative practices within BDC.  KC summarised a possible conflict of interest, the discrepancy in sale prices between agricultural and development land, with members of the public confirming their latest responses from Norfolk Property Services/BDC.  The sale was due to be advertised in the first week of September, therefore, it was agreed that the Parish Council would write to BDC departments as soon as possible, asking for clarification and if any potential sale could be postponed until these queries were answered.    
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	8 Received Correspondence
The Clerk advised of correspondence from Norfolk County Council.  There is a new online way of reporting problems with the “roadside environment” via the website  www.norfolk.gov.uk/farmingandthehighway it is important to note that anyone can report via this method once they have registered online.  

	

	9  Approved Payments
Clerk								£186.46
Ranworth Village Hall (Sept hire)				£  25.00

The Clerk had previously circulated accounts.    

	




	10 Co-Option of New Councillor
KC introduced Alby Cator of Woodbastwick who was duly co-opted onto the Council.  There is still 1 place on the Parish Council to fill; please contact the Chairman or Clerk if interested.   
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	11  Staithe Land Ownership
KC confirmed he had written to Punch Taverns on 7th July; he has yet to receive any response concerning their ownership of land.  In the meantime, it was noted that Roy Hunt had decided to maintain the bridge and land at his own expense until ownership was established.  After discussion, it was agreed to continue to investigate the title through legal means via another solicitor in order to establish ownership and future maintenance liability.   Councillors confirmed to FW that they had received his correspondence from the Broads Authority in this regard.  
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	Public Participation
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Members of the public clarified the reporting method for problems with highways and the current position of the camping site application at Ranworth.  
· Councillor Brennan advised of BDC’s Community Hero awards; nominations are now open and he will forward details to the clerk.  NB also advised of the Broadland Handyperson+ Scheme operated by BDC for repairs to property for over 65s for a nominal fee.  Anyone wishing to learn more about the scheme can visit the BDC website or call 01603 430518.
Councillor Brennan also advised that he and Cllr Thomas each had a sum of up to £500 this calendar year to ‘donate’ to worthy causes and ideas within their Wards.  The causes need to be for life-changing/enhancing ideas and requests; for example, a piece of play equipment needed for a playground.    Requests must be in by the end of this year for consideration at the end of the financial year in April 2020.  
· Councillor Whymark advised of the Warm Homes Fund offering first-time heating installation or insulation.  To check for eligibility, please call BDC on 01603 430627.

	


	The meeting closed at 8.20pm to allow for a closed session.   
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be Wednesday, 2nd October 2019 at 7.30pm at Woodbastwick Village Hall.  




Agreed and Signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



							
Chair



Date:							



