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ASH DIEBACK UPADATE
Recent research suggests that the population of hedgerow and non-woodland ash trees in Northern France is less severely affected by ash dieback than trees in woodlands although it is still too soon to be sure about the impacts in the UK. 
However, the research suggests that healthy ash trees growing in hedgerows and urban areas throughout the UK may become an essential element in our plans to conserve ash in the landscape. 
Whilst it is the case that anyone with a tree on their land has a legal responsibility to ensure that risk posed by the tree is kept within appropriate limits, particularly if they are next to a busy road, public pathway or community grounds ,balanced against this is the need to retain ash trees wherever possible because of their importance to wildlife and the possibility that they may be tolerant to the disease and crucial to the future of ash trees in the UK.
may
The Tree Council has produced very useful and informative guidance online for anyone who has ash trees on their land. 

It aims to help homeowners and land managers who have ash trees on their land understand their options for managing affected ash trees, which is likely to infect up to 80% of UK ash trees.
It also describes how tree owners can help the next generation of ash trees survive, through retaining trees where it is safe to do so. Ash trees provides valuable habitats for over 1,000 wildlife species. This makes the small proportion of ash trees that are expected to be tolerant to the disease, crucial to the future of ash trees in the UK. If felling is necessary, then trunks/branches can be left as deadwood to continue offering benefits as a wildlife habitat.
Ash Dieback: A Guide for Tree Owners – The Tree Council
SIMPLE THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP :
Help stop the local spread of ash dieback by collecting the fallen ash leaves and burning, burying or deep composting them. This disrupts the fungus's lifecycle.
Observatree is a tree health citizen science project which trains volunteers to spot pests and diseases, thereby helping tree health authorities identify and manage outbreaks early.
OAK PROCESSIONARY MOTH (OPM)
Accidentally introduced to Britain in 2005 , by July 2019 it was found in woods across the UK … including the Bury St Edmunds ,Suffolk.
Contact with the caterpillars can cause potentially serious allergic side - affects in humans &  animals
For further information look at the Forest Research , Forestry Commission, Woodland Trust & other websites. Forest Research also has an interactive map that shows the current spread of tree diseases across the UK
XYLELLA DISEASE
In April 2020, Defra announced new import restrictions to prohibit the import of Coffea and Polygala plants, with very strict import requirements for others such as olive, almond, oleander, lavender and rosemary. This is to tackle the threat of the Xylella disease . New measures were also announced to address the import of Emerald Ash Borer and Plane wilt.
Xylella is bacterial disease which can kill plants by stopping them take up water & can affect a large range of plants It is not present yet  in the UK, but is in many areas of Europe .
To learn more about Xylella and what you can do to reduce the risk of it’s spread, the Royal Horticultural Society has produced a short video narrated by Dame Helen Mirren.
WHAT YOU CAN DO :

 Before buying a plant check which country it originated from. Don’t risk buying plants where the origin is unknown. 
Purchase plants from a garden centre, nursery or shop that can assure you that their plants were sourced from a Xylella free area. 
 Don’t panic if you see symptoms that look like Xylella – first think whether they could be due to hot weather, drought, stem/root damage or frost damage. 
Check when the plant was purchased, as those imported in the last couple of years represent the highest risk.
& 
THE NEED FOR US ALL TO BE VIGILANT AND FOLLOW SIMPLE BIOSECURITY STEPS to take action to provide our trees, woods & forests with greater protection against the significant increase in the number of non-native tree pests and diseases being introduced to the United Kingdom .

Drive and park your vehicle only on hard-standing surfaces such as tarmac where possible when visiting outdoor areas such as woodlands, parks or gardens

Clean mud, organic material and water off your boots, bikes and buggies – and the dog – 
before you leave, because fungi, bacteria and insects can live in these materials

 Don’t bring any plant or tree products back from trips abroad, because these might be carrying harmful non-native tree pests or pathogens

Report any trees that you suspect are in ill-health to the Forestry Commission using
 “ TreeAlert”


FUN WITH TREES

Download your own free Tree Explorer activity pack  from the Forestryengland.uk. which includes activities for the whole family such as:
· Leaf-tastic leaves: Learn to identify a tree by its leaf shape
· Leaf rubbing: Make your own with paper, crayons and leaves
· Be a wildlife ranger: Discover how many creatures call trees their home 
· Be a forester: Learn how to calculate the age and size of a tree
· Be a tree scientist: Experiment, and have a go at growing your own tree!

Carol Champion        -          Tree Warden ( Woodbastwick, Ranworth & Panxworth)







