


Woodbastwick Parish Council  Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting of 4th May 2022 at 7.30pm held at Woodbastwick Village Hall

Present:	Kit Cator 		KC		Chair 
		Vivienne Adshead	VA		Vice Chair
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
		Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
		Lara Cole		LC		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 								Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
		Cllr Justine Thomas	JT		Broadland District Councillor

	Item

	Chairman, Kit Cator, opened the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.38pm and thanked everyone for attending.

	1  Apologies  
None. 

	2  Minutes of the Last Meeting
Minutes from the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting dated 7th April had been circulated and were approved, with the correction to show AC’s attendance.  No matters arose from these minutes.  

	3  Broadland District Councillor’s Report
Councillor Thomas’s full report was circulated, but she also added: 
· That despite some setbacks, both South Norfolk (SNDC) and Broadland (BDC) District Councils were proceeding with a move to their new home at the Horizon Business Centre on the Broadland Business Park. 
· JT highlighted the important progress made by BDC in recycling this past year, including the new collection of textiles and batteries and voiced her pride in the new schemes.  
Both Broadland and County Councillors mentioned the following:
· Nutrient Neutrality; BDC has not yet worked out how to implement the guidance.  
· KC asked how the collaborative partnership between SNDC and BDC was working and both Councillors confirmed it is getting better and that already an annual saving of £600,000 had been identified. 

	4  County Councillor’s Report
Councillor Whymark reported as follows.  
· Homes for Ukraine – Norfolk County Council (NCC) are working with BDC on this and will be offering homes and support for at least 6 months, but that families could be with hosts for up to 3 years so assessments of host families were taking place to help with the realities of long-term working.  SG asked how many Ukrainian families had successfully been housed and at present it is less than 10, with 49 hosts accepted.  SG asked how children of the Ukrainian families would be integrated into schools and FW confirmed work on this is in progress alongside the NCC Admissions Department.  
· Wroxham Library is how an access point to the Business Intellectual Property Centre providing Free and low-cost access to £5 million worth of business intelligence, one-to-ones, workshops and networking events and Intellectual property (IP) support to local businesses.  
· Registrars will be operating from Wroxham Library from May 2022 to the end of the year, offering services such as registration of deaths, births and notices of marriage. 

	5  Chairman’s Report
Circulated separately: 
“Woodbastwick Parish Council incorporates Ranworth and Panxworth and on behalf of the Council I must thank all our parishioners for their help and support in making our three villages such pleasant places to live. Because of the covid pandemic Councillors were unable to meet during the first half year so that business was conducted virtually and surprisingly efficiently thanks to excellent work by our Clerk Caroline Purdy.
We have developed close relations with our Norfolk County Councillor and Broadland District Councillor Fran Whymark and his fellow District Councillors Justine Thomas and Nigel Brennan. This has worked in our favour helping to get things done by the relevant council officers and we thank them for that and for coming to our regular meetings.
It is disappointing that members of the public have not attended to local affairs by failing to come to meetings as entitled, but perhaps we are keeping most of the people happy most of the time so they leave us to get on with it.
During the year we welcomed the election of a seventh Councillor, Lara Cole of Woodbastwick, so that we are up to full strength for the first time in many years.
We have now had our SAM 2 traffic monitoring device in Panxworth in place for more than two years which has made a significant impact on traffic speeds and lorry movements have also reduced thanks to increased use of the northern distributor road around Norwich. Other traffic safety plans  include better signage near Salhouse Broad and the installation of a defibrillator in Panxworth now making all three villages safer places.
Your council tries to work well with the Broads Authority, Broadland District and Norfolk County in pursuit of improvements to environmental services and planning matters. Our encouragement of parishioners to attend meetings to explain their planning applications has helped. Road flooding at Panxworth has been a particular concern but the ownership issue of land to the rear of Ranworth Staithe appears to be resolved. Since the deadline date for ending new applications to the National Footpath Plan has been removed the urgency surrounding another possible footpath west of Panxworth Church tower has become less but it is hoped an amicable arrangement protecting all parties can be arrived at.
All in all 2021 was a busy eventful year, especially with the complication of covid, and I must thank all our Councillors for their time an expertise for their work on behalf of the community. Finally, if elected, this will be my last year as Chair and I hope to be able to hand over to my Vice Chair at our meeting in May 2023, if not before.”

	6  Clerk’s Report
Circulated separately: 
“This financial year has seen the start of spending from the earmarked reserves in order to complete the 'Millennium Book' project.  The initial reserve was £1,682.89.  After the first draft of the book was printed in September, the reserve was to £1,634.89.  A further sum of £500 for work towards this project is expected to be paid out in 2022/23 year, alongside the final print and distribution costs which we await.    
The Council also continue to work through and implement the required policies and procedures, most notably this year the Financial Risk Assessment incorporating the Financial Regulations policy have been adopted.   This has seen the evidence of quarterly reconciliations and circulation of the accounts documented in file for audit amongst other minor changes.  
At year end, the business bank account shows a balance of £1,851.93 with one unpresented cheque in the sum of £30.00.        
The Savings account balance is at £6,029.40 and it has been agreed at the budget discussion for 2022/23 that these reserves will be dipped into to account for expected spend on the defibrillator and an increase in clerk salary.  This was a conscious decision by the Council to reduce the reserves, whilst maintaining the precept at £3,300.00.”

	7  Report on Ranworth Village Hall
New Chairman, Ian Colman, reported: 
“As with most other venues and businesses, the last year has been quite a challenge due to the ongoing COVID situation for our village hall. The majority of our hall bookings were cancelled, as was our annual beer festival which would normally generate enough income to see us through the year. 
Unfortunately our chairman, Stuart resigned after several years doing a sterling job at the helm. However, after a successful letter drop earlier in the year to recruit more committee members, we now have some new faces on the committee who have brought some fresh ideas and enthusiasm and hopefully a better year to come.
We have already taken several bookings for the hall and the beer festival, scheduled for the 5th-7th August is planned to go ahead. We hope to re-introduce some of the events later in the year such as the quiz nights.
During the last year we have upgraded some of the electrical installation and we will shortly have the exterior repainted and stained to maintain our lovely building. We also have arranged regular ground maintenance to keep the grass and surrounding area tidy. We have our AGM planned for the 9th May 2022 and we look forward to an improving situation.”

	8  Parishioners’ Forum
No attendees or questions had been submitted.  





The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 7.55pm.


Agreed and Signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:


							
Chair


Date:							





