WOODBASTWICK PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Woodbastwick Parish Council incorporates Ranworth and Panxworth and on behalf of the Council I must thank all our parishioners for their help and support in making our three villages such pleasant places to live. Because of the covid pandemic Councillors were unable to meet during the first half year so that business was conducted virtually and surprisingly efficiently thanks to excellent work by our Clerk Caroline Purdy.
We have developed close relations with our Norfolk County Councillor and Broadland District Councillor Fran Whymark and his fellow District Councillors Justine Thomas and Nigel Brennan. This has worked in our favour helping to get things done by the relevant council officers and we thank them for that and for coming to our regular meetings.
It is disappointing that members of the public have not attended to local affairs by failing to come to meetings as entitled, but perhaps we are keeping most of the people happy most of the time so they leave us to get on with it.
During the year we welcomed the election of a seventh Councillor, Lara Cole of Woodbastwick, so that we are up to full strength for the first time in many years.
We have now had our SAM 2 traffic monitoring device in Panxworth in place for more than two years which has made a significant impact on traffic speeds and lorry movements have also reduced thanks to increased use of the northern distributor road around Norwich. Other traffic safety plans  include better signage near Salhouse Broad and the installation of a defibrillator in Panxworth now making all three villages safer places.
Your council tries to work well with the Broads Authority, Broadland District and Norfolk County in pursuit of improvements to environmental services and planning matters. Our encouragement of parishioners to attend meetings to explain their planning applications has helped. Road flooding at Panxworth has been a particular concern but the ownership issue of land to the rear of Ranworth Staithe appears to be resolved. Since the deadline date for ending new applications to the National Footpath Plan has been removed the urgency surrounding another possible footpath west of Panxworth Church tower has become less but it is hoped an amicable arrangement protecting all parties can be arrived at.
All in all 2021 was a busy eventful year, especially with the complication of covid, and I must thank all our Councillors for their time an expertise for their work on behalf of the community. Finally, if elected, this will be my last year as Chair and I hope to be able to hand over to my Vice Chair at our meeting in May 2023, if not before. 
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