


Woodbastwick Parish Council  Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 4th January 2023 at 7.30pm held at 
Woodbastwick Village Hall

Present:	Kit Cator 		KC		Chair 
		Vivienne Adshead	VA		Vice Chair/Chair for Agenda Items 13 & 14
Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
		Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
		Lara Cole		LC		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Public:		Paul Newstead 	PN		Prospective Councillor
Apologies: 	Nigel Brennan 		NB		Broadland District Councillor 
Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 							Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
		Item
	Action

	1  Apologies  
As above.  
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
AC in agenda item 13 (a).  KC in item 14 (a) no requests for dispensation were received.
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from 2nd November 2022 were agreed and signed.
	

	4  Matters Arising
None.  
	

	5  Planning & Enforcement Action
See 13a below.  
	

	6  Highways Matters
a) Grit bin – the clerk had inspected the damaged bin opposite Ranworth Church and circulated costs for a replacement.  The clerk reported a suggestion from Ranworth PCC that they keep grit/salt in the vestry; however, the grit bin is a Parish Council asset and Councillors felt this should be replaced and provided for the community to use.  It was agreed to purchase a new green bin and install it further back on the verge to prevent damage from vehicles.  Old one to be removed in due course.  
b) Stile/Kissing Gate on FP5 – after further discussion, the Ramblers Assoc. have offered to fully fund the cost of kissing gates (£500); this was agreed by councillors and landowner.  Clerk to respond.  
c) Flooding and general maintenance – flooding remains an issue in Panxworth, notwithstanding the burst water main problem in South Walsham over Christmas.  AL reported that culverts along the roadside are once again bunged up with leaves/debris, he did not believe the drains under the road were blocked again.  No action has been taken by Norfolk County Council (NCC) to reinstate roadside grips (AL advised this work is usually carried out in Autumn). It was noted that the work Cotenham Barn residents had carried out to minimise flooding to their property had worked.  After discussion, Councillors felt at a loss to know where to turn, impacted by the lack of communication with Parish Rangers now that a change of staff has occurred.  It was agreed flooding in Panxworth had worsened since the resurfacing works in Autumn 2022.  It was agreed that the clerk brief Cllr Whymark (who had assisted previously) to see if he can encourage a joint meeting of interested parties.  
 
VA reported that the Water Management Alliance (WMA) had started works to dredge and clear Panxworth stream which had been completed towards Ranworth, however, an issue around water voles has arisen in the direction towards Pedham and this means work to complete clearance will recommence September 2023.  It was noted that water level and flow was already significantly improved and it is hoped that cyclical works to the stream will continue by the WMA.  
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CP
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	7  Environmental
· The clerk reported that the new dog waste bin had been installed opposite Woodbastwick Church; a discussion took place on the costs and regularity required for emptying and it was agreed that every 3 weeks at £3.80 (plus VAT) would be suitable.  Clerk to organise.  Thanks were given to the Woodbastwick Estate for providing the labour, fixings and post to enable this work to carried out. 
· The dog waste bin on Ranworth Staithe is still awaiting a fix.  KC to organise.
· VA reported that the light was out in the Panxworth phone box which houses the defib, although electric is still on and the defib is unaffected by this.  
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KC

	8  2023/24 Budget
The clerk had circulated a further updated budget for discussion. 
· Local Government pay award to the clerk was noted and agreed, along with ½ hour extra per week to allow for the increasing demands which will commence 01/04/2023.   
· AC noted that we were currently £24.87 within budget this year, but that there were some errors in calculations for 2022/23 which needed rectification.  
· Costs for the ongoing query around a 2nd cut to footpaths were still outstanding as the Countryside Officer at NCC had yet to respond. Clerk to chase.  
· Costs for the emptying of the dog waste bin (now agreed) were to be added.
· SG proposed an additional budget heading specifically for footpath grass cutting.  
· It was generally agreed that this year’s budget looks artificially overspent due to the Council’s spend on the new defibrillator and the village book costs which had actually been covered from ring-fenced sums in the savings account.  
· Budget for 2023/24 will be revised to try to minimise the need for a large hike on the precept and to allow for further calculation around use of savings to meet our expected expenditure.  
No decision could be reached; the clerk agreed to make some changes to the accounts and add the new figures agreed, including a different presentation to enable greater understanding of expenditure and an extraordinary meeting w/c 09/01/2023 would be held to agree a budget for 2023/24.  
	












CP


CP

	9   Precept
The clerk had circulated BDC information around precept setting; this decision was postponed until councillors could agree the budget.  An extraordinary meeting will be held w/c 09/01/2023 to agree this figure in time for the deadline.    
	


CP

	10 Received Correspondence
The clerk reported on the following:
· Available funding for community groups (to be circulated in full)
· A note of thanks had been received by the clerk
· BDC Bin App had been launched to enable residents to monitor bin collection days
· Cllr Whymark’s Report:
· Norfolk is pursuing a “County Deal” enabling more locally-based decision making, devolved powers and finance of £600 million over 30 years.  
· Broadland Help Hub is open for advice to residents around the cost of living crisis and can be contacted via 01603 430431 or helphub@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk  
	

CP

	11 Pending Payments/Online Banking
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk 						£   327.08 (BACS)
Woodbastwick Village Hall hire 		£     25.00 (BACS)
Information Commissioner 			£     40.00 (Chq)
The clerk reported that online banking and authorisation of payments was now set up, the clerk creating payments with AL/VA required to both authorise each payment.    
	
AL/VA





	12 Any Other Business
VA clarified that the clerk was to receive a further ½ hour per week and that any larger pieces of work requiring more time would be discussed and one-off additional payments would be considered.  
	


	Chairing was handed to VA whilst KC/AC disengaged from the meeting at 8.35pm

	13a)  Planning Application 20221314
The clerk had received an update dated 03/01/2023 from the enforcement officer and revised planting plan and response from Highways was circulated.  
After discussion, it was noted that councillors appreciated the revisions already made to the initial planning application, but concerns remained around on-site parking provisions, to minimise the amount of delivery lorries being stacked up on the road (as reported by residents) and disruption for local residents in terms of noise/stacked containers.  Further clarification is to be sought around the southern bund and hedging.  Clerk to follow up with BDC officer. 
	





CP


	14a)  Footpath Routing and Conception
VA reported that she and LC will be visiting the local archives office w/c 23/01/2023 to check historic local maps and obtain copies where possible.  
	
VA/LC

	The next meeting shall be held on Wednesday, 1st February 2023 at 7.30pm at Ranworth Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.52pm.  




Agreed and Signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:




													
Chair		K Cator						Date




													
Chair		V Adshead					Date



