


Woodbastwick Parish Council  Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting of 10th May 2023 at 7.30pm held at Woodbastwick Village Hall

Present:	Kit Cator 		KC		Chair 
		Vivienne Adshead	VA		Vice Chair
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor (from 7.38pm)
		Lara Cole		LC		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 								Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
		Cllr Nigel Brennan	NB		Broadland District Councillor
		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
		Ian Colman		IC		Ranworth Village Hall Chairman
		Sally Hodges		SH		Marshland Mardler Editor 
Apologies:  	Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor 

	Item

	Chairman, Kit Cator, opened the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm and thanked everyone for attending.

	1  Apologies  
As above.  

	2  Minutes of the Last Meeting
Minutes from the 2022 Annual Parish Meeting dated 4th May had been circulated and were approved, an update on continuing matters followed:
· The move of Broadland District Council (BDC)/South Norfolk (SNDC) into their new office will take place at the end of this month.  
· Nutrient Neutrality is still affecting new planning applications.  Cllr Whymark informed us of a new joint venture between BDC/SNDC/Anglian Water across the five districts affected to assist small/medium developers and that larger developers were creating their own initiatives to mitigate this problem.  
· Flooding in Panxworth continues to be a problem and is to be discussed fully at the next meeting.
· Cllr Cole confirmed that HMLR had granted possessory title to Punch Taverns of the strip of land in Ranworth.  

	3  Parish Council Chairman’s Report
Read by AC and circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting:
“Woodbastwick Parish Council incorporates Ranworth and Panxworth and on behalf of the Council I must thank all our parishioners for their continued help and support in making the three villages such pleasant places to live.  
The Council have been pleased to resume hire of Ranworth Village Hall this year, holding alternate meetings between there and Woodbastwick.  
In terms of Council business, we have increased our assets and spend during 2022-23, purchasing a defibrillator installed at Panxworth and a new dog waste bin in Woodbastwick, with the further purchase of a new grit bin for Ranworth agreed.  
We continue to see the benefit of traffic management through Panxworth and regularly have police monitoring speed in the area also.   Our thanks go to Cllr Adshead and her recruiting and mentoring of the team of community speed watch volunteers for their driving force in this regard.
Sadly, there remain significant highways issues in Panxworth with flooding a regular occurrence and in Ranworth with disappointingly poorly dug and unnecessary roadside draining grips being renewed after we had carefully told Norfolk County Council Highways which ones were effective and which redundant (most).   
On a positive note, we have been successful in our bid to the Road Safety Community Fund for pedestrian warning signs between Salhouse Broad and The Fur & Feather Inn at Woodbastwick which we hope to have installed in the coming financial year.  

We continue to work with enforcement officers and the planning departments of Broadland District Council and the Broads Authority, putting across residents’ concerns on an array of planning issues and feeding back on local consultations.  
 We have enjoyed a productive working relationship with Cllrs Whymark and Brennan of Broadland District and Norfolk County Councils in pursuit of improvements to environmental services, planning and highways matters. 
Our Accounts show careful budgeting alongside our capital purchases, although, like many others, we have had to increase our precept for the coming year for the first time in many years up from £3,300 to £4,000.   
Let us devoutly hope that in the coming year the cost-of-living crisis abates and our village activities and business can survive.  As always, the council meet monthly, with the exception of August and December and our residents are more than welcome to attend.”
Kit Cator 

	4  Clerk’s Report
“This year has seen some significant expenditure for the council, most notably on the defibrillator installed at Panxworth.  
It is reassuring to see the Village (Millennium) Book nearing completion and spend from the ringfenced sums taking place and it is hoped this will be finished in the coming financial year.  
With careful monitoring, we have been able to finish the year with a cash balance of £1,465.24 in the current account and £3,905.21 in the savings, therefore avoiding the overspend we were facing in December.  
After many years of maintaining the previous precept, we finally had to admit that to balance the books and continue providing services for our villages, the reluctant decision was taken to increase the precept for 2023/24 to £4,000.  This increase will allow for further capital spend on a new grit bin for Ranworth planned for May 2023.”   
KC confirmed that the total in the savings account included the ring-fenced sums for the village book and thanked CP for her ongoing support and work for the council.  

	5  Broadland Councillors Reports
Cllr Whymark reported the following:
· BDC Help Hub has been nominated for an award.  The Hub continues to encourage partnership working across sectors.  
· Norfolk County Council (NCC) overall spend was £29.6 million, despite making cut backs last year.  
· The independent living facility at Acle had opened and another was planned for Rackheath. 
· 3 x Special Educational Needs (SEN) Schools had opened with a 4th planned.  
· The County Deal was signed in principle, Norfolk being the only county aiming for a Level 3 deal meaning a locally elected leader will be required.  
· More bus routes had been added last year and the reduction in bus fares will remain for another month. 
· NCC Family Hubs are planned, supporting children from conception to ages 19 or 25 (if SEN) with the aim of being a single point of contact for support and information.  
· NCC have seen their leader temporarily step down due to ill health; Kay Mason Billig has stepped up to cover Andrew Proctor’s absence. 
· FW continues to Chair the People and Communities Select Committee, be Portfolio Holder for Communities, Housing and Planning and is due to take on the Norfolk Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee whilst maintaining his position within the Wroxham Ward.  
· Changes are to be announced, following the election in May 2023, at BDC, there being no overall majority party in control.  
Congratulations on his re-election and thanks for his work in supporting the parish were given to Cllr Whymark.  AL also thanked him for the funding the under-road jetting works in Panxworth which had helped to reduce the flooding last year.  

Cllr Brennan thanked people for their support in returning him to the shared role representing the Blofield and South Walsham Ward.  

Cllr Newstead also thanked people for their support and confirmed he was delighted to be attending meetings in an official capacity.  He will be sharing responsibility with Cllr Brennan across the Blofield and South Walsham Ward.  


	6  Village Hall Reports
Ian Colman, Ranworth Village Hall:
“The last year has finally seen some relief from the COVID restrictions that we have all had to face. We have increased committee size welcoming 3 new members and this has definitely helped to share the burden and manage things more easily. I would like to thank the new and existing committee members for their help and support throughout the year and very special thanks to our treasurer, Maggie who without her dedication and efforts we would certainly not have managed.
Our annual beer festival took place in August for the first time in 3 years and the weather was kind to us. The event was very successful due to careful planning, great music and food not to mention a terrific selection of beers. We purchased a card reader for payments and this helped things enormously. 
We also held a Halloween fun quiz, a Ladies afternoon tea both of which were very successful and also showed some of England’s world cup games. We also had a few private bookings for various events. Together these raised £3,853, which is good but with increasing maintenance, electricity and insurance costs doesn’t cover our annual outlay which last year was £6,009. This did include getting the exterior stained and painted which has vastly improved the look of the hall. The emergency lights were also upgraded. 
We currently have a problem with the thatched roof affected by moss build up caused by overhanging trees. We are currently in the process of resolving this but it’s likely to be quite costly.
We have another quiz night planned for July 1st and the Beer Festival is taking place on the 4th to 6th August and we have also taken a few bookings for private events for the hall this year.”
Ian Colman

Kit Cator’s report for Woodbastwick Village Hall was circulated prior to the meeting and read by LC:
“2022/23 has seen some comings and goings at the Village Hall.   We are sad to have lost our outdoor bowls club, but encouraged by the flourishing indoor game and club we now have.  
We welcome the New Gothic Works table tennis team who are regular users and have kindly contributed to new lighting and internal decorations.  
Together with a generous grant from Broadland DC, the village hall finances are in good shape and have been audited with thanks to Philip Logsdon of Woodbastwick.
There is much to look forward to, including the appointment of Rod Mitchell to join the committee at the next AGM and further work to do, including the repositioning of the bowls club trophy cabinet as soon as possible.  
Thanks must go to Peter and Norma Jablonowski for everything they do for the village hall and short mat bowls club.  
The fabric of the hall is in good shape and will last without too much difficulty for at least 5 more years. 
Finally, we arrange for the bowling green to be cut once a month which will allow, hopefully, for the village fete to be held at the hall on an annual basis in future.” 
Kit Cator

	7  Parishioners’ Forum
Nothing raised.    





The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 8.00pm.


Agreed and Signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:


							
Chair


Date:							



