


Woodbastwick Parish Council  Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Annual Council Meeting of 10th May 2023 at 8.00pm held at Woodbastwick Village Hall

Present:	Kit Cator 		KC		Chair (Agenda items 1-2, Vice Chair 3-12)
		Vivienne Adshead	VA		Vice Chair (Chairing Agenda items 3-12)
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
		Lara Cole		LC		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 		CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 								Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
		Cllr Nigel Brennan	NB		Broadland District Councillor
		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
		Sally Hodges		SH		Marshland Mardler Editor 
Apologies:  	Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor 

		Item
	Action

	1  Apologies  
As above.  The meeting commenced at 8.00pm, immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting.
	

	2  Election of Chair and Vice Chair
Cllr Adshead was proposed as Chair for the upcoming year and was unanimously voted in.  
Cllr Kit Cator was proposed by AC as Vice-Chair and was seconded by MH.  
	

	3  Acceptance of Office/Members Interests Forms
Cllrs completed the Acceptance of Office forms for the clerk.  
Members Interests forms had been circulated electronically with hard copies available.  These are to be completed and either collated by the clerk for onward transmission to Broadland District Council (BDC) or can be sent by councillors direct.  
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	4  Declarations of Interest
AC declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 7(c).  KC (non-pecuniary interest) in item 9(b) and AL a pecuniary interest in item 8(a).  No requests for dispensation were received.  
	

	5  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from 5th April 2023 were agreed and signed.
	

	6  Matters Arising
The clerk reported that nothing further had been received regarding the investigation into the Broads Authority (BA) by Trudy Harrison MP.  
	

	7  Planning & Enforcement Action
a) BA/2023/0001/FUL installation of flux mast, sensors and solar panels at Ranworth Marshes - details and maps circulated prior to the meeting.  AC confirmed the location as to the west between ‘the flood’ and South Walsham Broad.  After discussion, councillors felt this could not supported and wished to comment as follows:
· Why has this site been chosen?  Other sites locally are managed by Natural England and we would like to understand why private land has been chosen instead? 
· How would the site be accessed and maintained?  We understand there is no mooring/docking ability for boats and no access by car.  
· Has there been an impact study completed on the locality and affect on local wildlife?  If not, we would encourage this.  
b) BA/2023/0169/HOUSEH – single storey rear extension to 3 Farm Lane, Ranworth – no objection.  
c) Reclamation Yard – the Enforcement Officer had updated the clerk that the department were still chasing the documents previously due to delivered by the end of March.  
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	8  Highways Matters
a) Joint Meeting between PC and Highways – this took place on 3rd May.  A discussion was held about the poorly dug roadside grips and MH/AC confirmed that Ranworth Estate has photographs to report and escalate this complaint.  Clerk to chase and refer to Highways/FW.  
Further discussion centred around the frustration that Highways Engineer, Justin Le-May, had not attended the meeting as expected and that David McWilliam was not able to assist with much of what was expected to be discussed  Clerk to feedback to Highways/FW.  
However, it was noted that David McWilliam had accompanied Panxworth representative, Gavin Ralph, to survey the flooding problems in Panxworth.  Mr Ralph had reported his findings to the council abridged below: 

· “…N.C.C representative seemed poorly informed as to the reason for the meeting and lacked any supporting information.
· Alby Cator raised a concern relating to newly refreshed road drainage grips (not in Panxworth) - General concern was the grips are too aggressive and poorly positioned and could they be removed?
· Mark Hadden raised a request for ‘Pedestrians in the road’ signage to be erected in Woodbastwick due to increased Pedestrian activity.  David McWilliam explained his role is highways maintenance and his responsibilities sit firmly with existing infrastructure only.  Therefore, new grips, new signage and requests for new infrastructure are most definitely not his team’s responsibility.
· David McWilliam was concerned to learn flood water is entering people’s property and promptly agreed to walkthrough and survey the flooding issues within Panxworth, Parish Council declined to assist.
· A full photographic walkthrough of Panxworth (in relation to the flooding issues) was undertaken by David McWilliam accompanied by Gavin Ralph
· Survey Findings - grips were not being maintained on the West side of the B1180, several storm drains were ‘full’ and appear to not be draining down. Repairs to potholes have failed due to the nature of the flooding.
· Mr McWilliam was of the opinion the margins of the field behind Cobweb Cottage are not being maintained to an adequate standard for drainage and that this was having a negative effect on flood management.  Action - N.C.C to write to the landowner/farmer.
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	9  Environmental
a) 	FP5 Grass cutting – the clerk read SG’s update to the council confirming that he had taken up this topic and had spoken at length with the NCC officer.  As reported earlier, the resolution is more complicated than first thought and for now SG suggests no further action.  He will monitor the width of cuts and liaise further with NCC in due course.  SG will report further at the June meeting.  It was agreed to follow SG’s recommendation in this regard. 
b) Footpaths – historical and future – this remains ongoing.  
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	10 Received Correspondence
· Norfolk Police & Crime Commissioner will be holding a “Time to Talk” online surgery on 12th May.  
· Remittance from BDC had been received with payment of the £2,000 of the precept made.  
	

	11260.34 Pending Payments/Online Banking
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk 								£   260.34
Woodbastwick Village Hall hire 				£     20.00 
NALC Subscription £150.22 + Web Hosting £  70.00 =	£   220.21
Zurich Public Liability Insurance 				£   362.81
Glasdons (grit bin)						£   159.73
After discussion, it was agreed to purchase a green grit bin, with delivery to Woodbastwick Estate Office and ask if Ranworth Estate could assist us in installation and removal of the broken bin.  AC requested the clerk liaise with Maggie in the office regarding delivery.  
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	13 Any Other Business
VA gave thanks to Kit for his years of service and contribution to Woodbastwick Parish Council, after a week when much had been made of “giving service” and “values”, Viv spoke for us all when she said that Kit exemplifies these qualities as he steps down as Chairman of the council, we are grateful that he will continue to offer us his knowledge and support as Vice Chair.  
	


	The next meeting shall be held on 7th June 2023 at 7.30pm at Ranworth Village Hall.  





Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



													
Chair		V. Adshead					Date



