On Tue, 30 May 2023, 22:12 Sam Cator, wrote:


I wanted to write in to the Parish Council to give some information/background/context regarding the agenda item about a flux tower that the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) are planning to install on the marshes between Leist Farm and the River Bure. If you could share this email with everyone at the next meeting, I'd really appreciate it.

For a little background, Andrea Kelly from the Broads Authority originally introduced us to the CEH about a year ago regarding a carbon capture monitoring programme the CEH are running. Andrea has always been friendly and helpful with us and a promotor of projects regarding environment, conservation and biodiversity. She knows that Mum and I are also keen to promote conservation and good science so introduced us to the CEH regarding this project to monitor carbon capture in peat marshes. The idea is to show that these types of marshes are good carbon sinks to encourage the redevelopment of marshes elsewhere. I agreed that monitoring of the quantity of carbon captured by the peat sounded like a good idea and asked them to come forward with a proposal.

It is important to note that whilst the planning permission appears to be being sought by the Broads Authority, they are only involved as facilitators. The CEH will be doing the install, management and maintenance of the tower. It will only be their team coming onto the marshes, not contractors and will adhere to our protocols to avoid disturbance of the wildlife and residents.

I wasn't aware that this project required planning permission and so was a little surprised when the notice came through. It subsequently turns out that planning permission was not required, but the CEH would like to take the process all the way through to ensure that local residents are not upset by the proposal.

I know there have been some concerns about the height of the tower and that it might interfere with the view of the marshes. The CEH assured that the tower will not be visible from any footpaths or from the river and I am confident myself this is true. The tower needs to be two times the height of the trees, so will be between 10m and 14m high. The tower will be positioned 300 metres from the river Bure and 725m from the nearest footpath. At this distance and height, it won't be possible to see even with binoculars as the trees between it and potential observers will block it from view. It is a small tower for measurements only, I've attached a photo for reference (the tower in question will be extended to be taller, but it will be the same model).

In terms of access, it will be accessed by foot with warning and permission from myself, which will not be granted if it will disturb nesting of sensitive species like bitterns and cranes. There will be negligible impact on the local wildlife as we will be using an existing clearing in the marshes to install the equipment and there will be minimal disturbance of the vegetation. The equipment will be brought in by low impact vehicles regularly used on the marshes for management of the area.

I'm more than happy to speak further with anyone if they have any additional questions / concerns.

Kind regards,

Sam
