


Woodbastwick Parish Council  Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 7th June 2023 at 7.30pm held at Ranworth Village Hall

Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
Kit Cator 		KC		Vice Chair
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
		Lara Cole		LC		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 		CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
		2 Ranworth Residents were in attendance 
Apologies:  	Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 								Councillor (Wroxham Ward)

		Item
	Action

	District Councillor & Public Reports
· Cllr Newstead confirmed that the new alliance between different political parties was now drawn up and the first business was to complete a feasibility study on CRM (Customer Relationship Management) which was due to be completed in October.  He confirmed that the budgets were healthy, but spending plans were, as yet, unknown.
Cllr Whymark had sent his apologies and reported as follows:
	“NCC Cabinet endorsed the Corporate Delivery Plan for 2023/24 today.  There are five priorities:
· A vibrant and sustainable economy – supporting skills, high value jobs, growth, investment and infrastructure, e.g. overseeing completion of the operations and maintenance campus at Great Yarmouth.
· Better opportunities for children and young people – improved outcomes for families, better educational attainment and more employment opportunities for young people, e.g. building two more special schools and working together with NHS on multi-agency, community based support (Start for Life and Family Hubs).
· Health, fulfilling and independent lives – levelling up health outcomes, living well with better local services, e.g. twelve more independent living units for people with complex needs.
· Strong engaged and inclusive communities – more participation, capacity building and empowerment of communities e.g. closer working with the voluntary sector to support volunteering, hardship and Public Health campaigns.
· A greener more resilient future – protecting and enhancing the environment, access to quality spaces and community resilience e.g. climate change strategy, electric buses and charging points and locally the development of Burlingham Country Park.”
2 Members of the public raised the following concerns:
· Clarification on the size and location of the “solar farm” on Ranworth Marshes; VA and AC were able to confirm this was not a farm, but a panel to power research equipment.   VA confirmed details from Sam Cator’s statement which residents were happy with.  
· The private road known as ‘Common Road’ has been included in a cycling route known as the ‘Rebellion Way’.  Residents have contacted Cycling UK which had agreed to amend the route to exclude Common Road, but take in the length of the bridleway onto Priory Road, however, there seems to be an increasing number of cyclists and cycling groups using the short route by coming off the bridleway onto Common Road.  Residents report finding some of the cyclists to be rude and abusive when alerted to the fact that they are using a private road.  They report that cyclists do not carry/use bells to warn of their presence and it is reported they have shoved past surprised residents.  VA sympathised with the problems and outlined what the parish council could do to assist within its limited powers.  
Residents were urged to erect more signage and the PC will support this on the public bridleway.  The Clerk will investigate use of bridleway, online presence and status of that piece of road and attempt to provide some online support for the residents affected.  
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	2  Declarations of Interest
AC declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 12(a).  KC (non-pecuniary interest) in item 12(a).  Dispensation to remain at the meeting was given.    
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting from 10th May 2023 were agreed and signed.
	

	4  Matters Arising
The clerk reported that the grit bin had been ordered and received, with thanks to Woodbastwick and Ranworth Estates for their assistance.  The bin is to be installed in Autumn.    
	

	5  Planning & Enforcement Action
No new applications had been received.   
	

	6  Highways Matters
a) Following the Joint Meeting on 3rd May and the email sent on 11th May outlining our disappointment, raising concerns over the grips and encouraging further communication, no response had been received.  This was disappointing and the clerk will ask Cllrs Whymark and Newstead to assist in escalating this.  
b) Issues remain around the inappropriate placement and poorly dug grips, however, no further items for the Parish Rangers visit were identified.  Cllrs VA, KC and MH volunteered to be present for the next visit, clerk to inform Highways. 
The issue of poorly dug grips is to be followed up, KC will try to locate a plan ahead of the Rangers visit or will liaise with Ranworth Estate who also had a copy in due course.  
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	7  Environmental
a) 	FP5 Grass cutting – SG confirmed his discussion with the NCC officer, stating that issues around FP5 could not be addressed without the parish council taking on the management of all footpaths in the area.  This is something the parish council did not wish to do, but after further discussion and explanation NCC accepted that their contractor was cutting below the minimum width and this would be addressed with the contractor.  SG had been monitoring and the recent cut on FP5 was back up to specification and had made a difference.  The council thanked SG for his diligence in drawing this matter to a close.  
	

	8  Agree & Sign Annual Governance Statement
The Clerk confirmed that the internal audit had been carried out without any issues raised, the annual governance statement was agreed and signed off.  The Clerk confirmed that there is now a period of right of public inspection to be published.  
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	9 Received Correspondence
Correspondence has been received from Sam Cator regarding the research equipment on Ranworth Marshes and has been circulated to councillors and published on our website (“News).  Other queries related to the Woodbastwick village hall and Woodbastwick church this month and had been dealt with accordingly.     
	

	10 Pending Payments/Online Banking
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk 								£   233.34
Ranworth Village Hall hire 					£     25.00 
J W Gallop 							£   125.00
The clerk confirmed online payments were ready for authorisation.  
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	11 Any Other Business
MH queried noise from a pigeon hide and shooting which had sprung up on one of the fields in Ranworth; he acknowledged this was some 300-400 yards from properties but the noise had been startling (agreed by members of the public present).  AC/AL confirmed this would be in use to protect the crop of sugar beat in the early stages of growth from pigeons who eat the buds and damage the plant.  Cllr Newstead confirmed this is legal under crop protection laws.  The hide is likely to be in place for 1-2 weeks during early growth only.    
LC enquired after the water running down Slad Lane; AC confirmed this was down to a natural spring which followed the road and that there is no leak or anything which can be done to stop it.  
	


	12a Enforcement Action – Reclamation Yard
Despite a request, no further update on actions from Broadland District Council had been received.  
	

	13a Footpaths – Routing & Inception
VA confirmed that there was no update on the Ranworth footpath idea. 
In connection with this matter, SG confirmed he had spoken to NCC and that permissive paths were encouraged by means of a partnership between landowners and parish councils, where liability could be shared to reduce the risk to landowners in this regard.  SG had also made enquiries with the Country Landowners Association who were also in favour of this option and encouraged the creation of new footpaths.  
A conversation took place around liability and assurances to local landowners; LC commented that insurers would “take the path of least resistance” and that spurious claims could never be stopped, but encouraged further exploration.  VA thanked those involved and confirmed that investigations and discussions on this matter would be ongoing.  
	

	The next meeting shall be held on 5th July 2023 at 7.30pm at Woodbastwick Village Hall.  





Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:




													
Chair		V. Adshead					Date



