Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 10th January 2024 at 7.30pm held at Woodbastwick Village Hall

Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
		Lara Cole		LC		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 		CP		Clerk 
Public:		1 member of the public
Apologies:  	Kit Cator 		KC		Vice Chair
Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District
							Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
	 		Item

	District Councillor Report – see received correspondence.  
The Chair opened by thanking everyone for their flexibility in rearranging the meeting due to illness.  

	1  Apologies – as above.

	2  Declarations of Interest
AC declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 5(a). 

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 1st November 2023 were agreed and signed.    

	4  Matters Arising
· SG highlighted that information under point 11 had not been circulated relating to “Norfolk’s Walking, Wheeling and Cycling” plans.  The clerk apologised for her oversight and will circulate. 
· The clerk confirmed that funding had been sought and batteries purchased for the SAM2 sign; thanks were given to Cllr Paul Newstead in his absence as he had organised this.  
· VA confirmed that the SAM2 sign had been taken down over the winter months after a spate of localised thefts were reported to the clerk, but that it will in position again soon.  

	5  Planning & Enforcement Action
a) The clerk continues to monitor and consult with the Enforcement Officer; no update had been received.  
b) The support of application number BA/2023/0390/HouseH for replacement side/rear extension to Malthouse Cottage, Ranworth, was ratified.  

	6  Highways Matters
a) AL confirmed that a directional sign opposite Cotenham Farm in Panxworth had been reappointed.
b) AL reported potholing around the entrance to the sub-station on Scott’s Corner at the edge of the road.  Clerk to report.  
c) AC reported continued flooding at Low Road, Woodbastwick (either side of Primrose Corner).  His team had made investigations and believe that the culverts/under road pipes are blocked.  Clerk to report.  

	7  Environmental
a) 	Bridleway Signage – Despite the earlier decision not to progress with warning signage, conversations between Norfolk County Council (NCC) and Cycling UK had continued.  Cycling UK accepting that some people were riding the Rebellion Way “against the clock which can cause a few issues”.  Other locations have now been provided with free signage provided in partnership between Cycling UK and The British Horse Society.  After discussion and noting concern over the amount of signage in Ranworth, it was agreed to accept the offer of free signs in case the problems reoccurred.      

	8 Defib Phone Box at Panxworth
The clerk reported the latest on discussions with Npower; the company do not accept that the back billing rule (established in 2018) applies in this case, stating that the Council had responsibility to provide them with the correct address details.  The clerk had been unable to ascertain the correlation between an incorrect address and the back billing rule not applying.  
The company have offered a goodwill reduction of the total sum now owed (£482.09) of £200.00 which would leave a liability of £282.09.  Cllrs asked for clarification of the legal advice provided which the clerk explained had been to pursue this course of action and to go to the Ombudsmen if this was unsuccessful at the first attempt.  After discussion the clerk was asked to double check legal advice given Npower’s response regarding the back billing rule and to decline the offer of £200.00 in favour of escalating this to the Energy Ombudsmen.  
Concerns around the scope of future payments and affordability were discussed.  The generous offer from a local resident to assist with future bills had been received and grateful thanks were offered for this kind gesture.  However, councillors felt this should also be a wider responsibility and Panxworth representatives were discussing fundraising opportunities and/or possible grant applications.  The clerk confirmed she had contact details for a recommended energy broker who she will ask to investigate options for future supply.  

	9  Draft Budget 2024/25
The updated draft budget was circulated ahead of the meeting by the clerk, showing expected spend in 2024/25 to total just over £5,000.00.  
VA began the discussion by stating the following:
· The projected figures to the end of March 2024 would allow for a £900.00 carry forward in the current account. 
· The clerk had applied for a VAT refund which totalled £400.00. 
· There were unknown liabilities that could not be accurately budgeted for including any possible Npower/EON liability and election year costs.   
· The savings account balance was currently at £2,446.00.  
Advice from the clerk was a minimum addition to the precept of 5% and maximum of 10%.   After discussion and consideration of any further expenditure, the budget was agreed and the precept increase of 5% will be requested.  

	10  Precept 2024/25
After consideration of the draft budget, it was agreed to increase the precept to £4,200.00 for 2024/25.  

	11  Received Correspondence 
The Clerk reported the following:
· From Cllr Whymark – “Happy New Year to you and all the Councillors.  Unfortunately, I must give my apologies for tonight as we have a workshop at Broadland looking at the 4 Year Strategy and Delivery Plan.  Although overdue, I am pleased that the Rainbow Alliance are now putting together a strategy for the next 4 years.  I will update with their priorities as soon as this becomes clear.  Unfortunately, the settlement from Central Government for NCC has not been as good as hoped for.  This means that funding gaps will need to be revisited and some difficult choices made regarding budgets for 2024/25.  I will update you when I see you next month.  I am pleased to share that from 1st February all disabled concessionary travel pass holders will get 24/7 free travel.  This means 14,500 people in Norfolk can now travel at any time of day for free, funded by the Department for Transport”.  
· Posters were circulated for Ranworth and Panxworth from the Police Safer Neighbourhood Team advising of the next Priority Setting Meeting on 27th March at 7pm online.  
· Notice of a Change of Official Address had been received from Broadland District Council confirming the property previously known as “Hillbrook Lodge” in Ranworth, would now be “The Old School”.   

	12 Pending Payments/Online Banking
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk (Dec 2023 and Jan 2024)					£   436.68
Woodbastwick Village Hall hire 					£     20.00 
Broadland District Council 					£   104.94
NALC								£     45.60
Cashbook and accounts had been circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  Payments to be made online were ready for authorisation.  

	13 Any Other Business
· MH advised of the closure of The Maltsters, Ranworth, and possible plans to reopen the pub.  
· MH enquired after any update on work to the A47; it was confirmed that this is officially on hold pending the Appeal due shortly.  Cllr Newstead has been monitoring this and it is expected he will keep us up to date with progress.  
· The clerk asked Cllr Adshead to make a check of the defibrillator and to apply the new details for “The Circuit” to the locker.  VA to advise the clerk if there are any concerns following the check. 
· The clerk advised councillors that the Council laptop had been cleansed and virus checked ready to pass to the volunteer.  An agreement had been drafted, one part signed by the clerk for retention by the volunteer and one part to the signed and returned.  





Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:




													
Chair		V. Adshead					Date
