Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 6th March 2024 at 7.30pm held at Woodbastwick Village Hall

Present:	Kit Cator 		KC		Vice Chair 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
		Lara Cole		LC		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Caroline Purdy 		CP		Clerk 
Public:		1 member of the public
Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
Apologies:  	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District
							Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
	Item
	Action

	District Councillor’s Report
Cllr Newstead confirmed reports that Broadland District Council (BDC) had raised the Band D council tax by the maximum £5.00.  
MH asked for an update on the A47 dualling and it was confirmed that this is expected to go ahead following the loss of Dr Boswell’s appeal (unless he appeals further to the Supreme Court).  
	

	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
None.   
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting and Closed Session from 7th February 2024 were agreed and signed.    
	

	4  Matters Arising
The clerk reported that a zero-balance statement had been received from EON/Npower following the successful complaint, this was circulated to councillors. 
The clerk updated AC that the flooding at Primrose Corner had been reported to highways with the support of Cllr Whymark.  
AC enquired about the roadside grips; councillors confirmed the agreement that was in place, i.e. that no further grips should be dug in Ranworth.  AC suggested the recent action was a misuse of public funds and requested a letter of complaint be sent to Highways, this was supported by the majority of councillors.  
	






CP

	5  Planning & Enforcement Action
a) Reclamation Yard - BDC confirmed that Highways had respond to the developer’s query and they have now begun to discuss the issue of visibility.  
	

	6  Highways Matters
The clerk stated that she had reported potholes on the T-Junction from Southfield Road onto Horning Road, AC confirmed these had been filled.  
a) No new reports.  
b) The clerk reported on the chair’s attendance at the recent Salhouse Infrastructure Meeting, confirming (with input from the member of the public) the aims of the group.  The next meeting will be on 12th March, online, which the clerk will attend.  
c) The clerk gave an update on the SAM2 sign; sadly, the unit is now considered obsolete and cannot be relied upon to give accurate data.  New signs are between £5-7,000 and would need grant funding.  The clerk confirmed the sign remains in place as a flashing deterrent only.  A discussion took place over the necessity for a new sign and possible data capture/use versus cost.  The clerk had not been able to source a funding stream yet, Cllr Newstead suggested contacting Highways and AC highlighted a recent Eastern Daily Press article suggesting Norfolk County Council (NCC) had funding available.  
	











CP

	7  Environmental
None.
	





	8  .Gov Email Addresses
The clerk reported on the next steps, updating of the website and the possibility to link .gov email addresses to existing accounts.  The cost was confirmed to AC.  Discussion took place over the best way to operate .gov emails (linked to current email accounts or kept separately as webmail) with councillors deciding to think further on their preferred method.  The format of email addresses was agreed, and payment authorised.  
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	9  Received Correspondence 
The Clerk reported on the following:
· The Big Broadland Litter Pick organised by BDC is running from 1st March to 31st May. 
· NCC are currently running consultations on 5 areas to save money, 2 being in Health & Social Care, the remaining on streetlights, admittance to the Norfolk Records Office and recycling centres.  Information circulated to councillors. 
· An application was made by Woodbastwick Church to manage the yew trees in the church yard over the next 7 years.  
· Approval was sought for the clerk to attend Data Protection training which was agreed.
· The clerk confirmed she had taken up the UK Government offer of a free print of King Charles III. 
	

	10 Pending Payments/Online Banking
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk					£  522.30 (salary, back pay and expenses)
Woodbastwick Village Hall hire 		£    20.00 
NALC .Gov.uk email/website payment	£  134.40
Balances were £1,805.21 in the current account and £3,143.42 in the savings, £689.89 of which is allocated to the village book fund.  2 cheques were signed by AL/SG, the village hall payment is to be made electronically by AL/VA in due course.  
The clerk confirmed she expected to carry forward just over £1,000 in the current account toward next year’s expenses.  The accounts will be finalised at the end of the month and the Annual Return will be completed thereafter.    
	





VA/AL

	11 Any Other Business
· MH confirmed that Steve Gray had successfully taken over The Maltsters, hoping to reopen by the end of the month.  
· MH circulated posters advertising a meeting to help save Ranworth Village Hall on 7th April 11-1pm.    
	

	The meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
The next public meeting will take place on 3rd April 2024 at Ranworth Village Hall.  





Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:




													
Vice Chair – C Cator				Date
