Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 5th June 2024 at 7.35pm held at Ranworth Village Hall

Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
Lara Cole 		LC		Vice Chair 
		Kit Cator		KC		Councillor
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
Caroline Purdy 		CP		Clerk 
Cllr Nigel Brennan	NB		Broadland District Councillor
  		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District
							Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
Apologies:	Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
	Item
	Action

	Public Reports
Cllr Whymark: 
· As reported in the press, dualling of the A47 between Acle and Honingham will now begin.  
· Norfolk County Council (NCC) have voted in a new chair (Cllr Stuart Dark) and vice chair (Cllr Tom FitzPatrick) for 2024/25.  Cllr Dark’s theme for the year will be volunteering, commencing with a volunteer recruitment event at the Forum on 07/06/24.  More on volunteering can also be found via Voluntary Norfolk’s website.
· MH enquired after the organisational aspects of the upcoming election, Cllr Whymark confirming that polling stations were being arranged and polling cards had started to be sent to registered voters, a change to boundaries, in particular to Broadland, now being the “Fakenham and Broadland Constituency” and that candidate registration was still open until 06/06/2024.  All further NCC/BDC meetings had been cancelled.
Cllr Brennan:
· Cllr Brennan confirmed that Broadland District Council (BDC) has also voted in a new chair (Cllr Adrian Tipple) and vice chair (Cllr Caroline Karimi-Ghovanlou).
	

	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
AC declared a pecuniary interest in item 5(a).
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Annual Parish Council Meeting from 1st May 2024 were agreed and signed.    
	

	4  Matters Arising
The clerk enquired after councillors’ progress on signing up to the gov.uk email service.  Councillors reported that this had been completed.  
The clerk reported on feedback from the Broads Authority regarding Ranworth Staithe which had been circulated in full to councillors on 08/05/2024.
	

	5  Planning & Enforcement Action
a) Reclamation Yard – BDC update states that discussions were ongoing between the tenant and highways concerning boundary visibility, confirming that the issue of boundaries themselves had been agreed and the matter was “slowly moving forward”.
	


	6  Highways Matters
a) SG had made a new report to NCC regarding Footpath FP5 after the hedge had collapsed and partially blocked the route.  
A report of a large pothole on the narrows along Upper Street, Salhouse, leading to The Lodge was received and the clerk will forward this to Salhouse Parish Council.  MH/AL confirmed potholes around between South Walsham to Ranworth had been identified and marked and it was hoped that this meant further work was due shortly.  
b) There had been no further meetings of the Salhouse Infrastructure Group; Cllr Whymark confirming that he was still trying to contact and arrange this with Highways.    
Further to April’s meeting and a request to clarify our involvement, VA asked council for a mandate to attend future meetings, gather information and present to council.  This was agreed by council.  
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	7  Environmental
See 6 (a) also.   
VA confirmed that the Pedham footpath had been cut this week and a second cut was expected in September.  
MH commented on the number of overgrown hedges, which cannot be cut until nesting season is over. 
	

	8  To Receive Audited Accounts 2023/24 
The clerk had received the audited accounts from our internal auditor, John Gallop, who confirmed that there were “no adverse comments”.  The accounts had been published as we are required to do and sent to the external auditors, PKF Littlejohn.  The period of public rights had now commenced and finishes on 12/06/2024.    
	

	9  Received Correspondence 
The Clerk circulated/reported on the following:
· Confirmation of the receipt of documents had been received from PKF Littlejohn.  
· Discussions continue between the clerk and Eon/Npower around the accuracy of their communications.
· The clerk reported that nominations for the Community at Heart awards through BDC were now open.  More details available upon request. 
· Details of NCC’s Grit Bin Audit had been circulated and the clerk will liaise with NCC around changes to their database.  The clerk reported that some of the overgrowth around the bin between Woodbastwick and Ranworth on the bends by the cottages had been trimmed back. 
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	10 Pending Payments/Online Banking
The following payments and transfer were approved: 
Clerk					£  268.62
Ranworth Village Hall hire 		£    35.00 
John Gallop (audit)			£  150.00
Catton Print 				£  235.00
Transfer from ringfenced sums to the current account to cover the cost of the Catton Print invoice for a further print run of 30 copies of the Village Book.  
	



	11 Any Other Business
· VA updated councillors on the reprint of the village book, the initial amount having sold out.  VA continues to liaise with Sue Hitchcock and Sally Aldridge around establishing the history of this project and how it will wind up in future.  The remaining ringfenced sum, held by the parish council, is £454.89.  Councillors confirmed they would like to be consulted, and give approval on, decisions made around winding up of the project and felt this was their responsibility in the interest of accountability and transparency.  
· MH confirmed that Steve Gray now closes the Granary restaurant during the evenings only, concentrating on food provision at The Maltsters during this time.  
· MH gave details of the upcoming Beer Festival at Ranworth Village Hall over 2nd-4th August when there will also be a scarecrow competition held.  VA to pass to The Mardler for publication.   
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	The meeting closed at 8.06pm.
The next public meeting will take place on 3rd July 2024 at Woodbastwick Village Hall.  





Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair:  V. Adshead 						Date
Initialled……

