


Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 6th November 2024 at 7.30pm held at Ranworth Village Hall

Present:	Lara Cole 		LC		Vice Chair 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
Caroline Purdy 		CP		Clerk 
Apologies:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair 
		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor	
Public:		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District
							Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
	Item
	Action

	Public Participation
Cllr Whymark reported (during the meeting) on his recovery from Covid, encouraging people to take up the flu vaccination and covid booster on offer.  
He confirmed that both Postwick and Sprowston Park and Rides would remain open for up to 8 years.  
There is still the opportunity to obtain half priced trees in an attempt to reach the “1 Million Trees for Norfolk” project target.  Cllr Whymark also advised of the “Giving Tree” appeal in conjunction with Waterstones in Norwich which provides an opportunity to give a book to children in care at Christmas.  
AC reported on his attendance at the recent Hickling flood meeting arising from concern over flooding in the Bure and Thurne valleys; he noted that Anglian Water had completed a lot of works to try to alleviate flooding in the area, but didn’t feel that other bodies had.  Sadly the meeting closed before actions for next year could be agreed.  AC requested support, via Cllr Whymark, for Norfolk County Council (NCC) to back a request for further meetings and pressure on either the Broads Authority and/or Environment Agency to dredge and maintain the Bure loop (1.5 mile stretch).  Cllr Whymark agreed to take this back to NCC. 
	











FW

	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
AC declared a pecuniary interest in item 11(a) and non-pecuniary interest in item 11(b).  
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 2nd October 2024 were agreed and signed.    
	

	4  Matters Arising
The clerk confirmed that the grit bin will be installed on 11th November.  
	

	5  Highways Matters
a) Four new reports of missing/worn give way road markings were raised at Primrose Corner at the B1140 junction, the junction with Southfield Road beside the Woodbastwick Estate office, and at The Lodge, Salhouse.  Centre road markings were worn away along South Walsham Road from Chameryhall Lane towards the Salhouse Road turning.  Clerk to report to Norfolk County Council.
b) Sadly, no volunteers had come forward to form a new Community Speedwatch group.  LC suggested posters up on the local noticeboards and a flyer drop around Panxworth to try to recruit some new members.  Clerk to draft.  
c) SAM2 Data – VA had circulated this to councillors ahead of the meeting.  This was discussed.  The clerk has forwarded this to Acle SNT for their information.  
MH noted the recent EDP news report that work to the proposed new roundabout on the A47 was in doubt.  Overall, it was felt that there had been an increase in traffic due to the road closures around these works.  
	


CP


CP




	6  Environmental
None.   
	

	7  Budget 2025/26
The draft budget had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  The clerk explained variances to figures.  AC enquired about the clerk’s hourly fee in comparison with recommended government pay scale figures and a conversation took place to ensure a fair pay scale was reached within 2 years.  
It was unanimously agreed to pay Spinal Column Point (SCP) 14 with immediate effect, rising to SCP 17 in April 2025 and SCP 20 in April 2026.  
The estimated carry forward in the current bank account is expected to be £150-£300.  
The Panxworth phonebox electricity supply continues to be problematic; the meter is coded in such a way that it does not allow for alternative suppliers or tariffs like a domestic supply.  The clerk has enquired with Npower and USwitch to see if an application can be made to change this coding or to reduce charges, but no response has been received.  AL reassured councillors that fundraising to maintain the asset was planned for the upcoming year to assist in meeting the anticipated cost of £180 for the upcoming year.  
It was likely that Woodbastwick Village Hall would increase hire charge in line with Ranworth.  
Councillors agreed that the clerk would not be required to provide extra copies of agendas and papers to keep stationery costs to a minimum.  
The precept was discussed in line with the anticipated budget figures and will be between £5,600-£5,800 which will be finalised at the next meeting in time to complete the precept request for 2025/26.  
Clerk to update the budget and recirculate figures ahead of the next meeting.  
	

















CP

	8  Received Correspondence 
The Clerk had circulated notes on the NALC/Government consultation to allow remote meetings and proxy voting; this does not mean that the council will adopt the process, merely that there is the possibility of this.  Possible costs were discussed and implications regarding technology/wifi signal etc.  AC felt that councillors should strive to attend meetings in person.  All councillors agreed that legislation to allow for the option of remote meetings and proxy votes, in line with procedures and policies that apply to in-person meetings should be allowed. Clerk to feedback accordingly.  
The clerk confirmed that the vacancy notice for the parish council has been advertised.  
	



CP

	9 Pending Payments/Online Banking
The following payments and transfer were approved: 
Clerk (Nov/Dec)				£  678.23
Village Hall hire 				£    30.00
Broadland District Council (BDC)		£    93.84 (dog waste emptying)
The cashbook and current budget had been circulated.  
Balances are £2,436.99 in the current account and £2,477.98 exc. ringfenced sum in the savings account, before the above payments are made.
	





CP

	10 Any Other Business
· LC reported on the recent meeting, calling for local volunteers to form a new committee in support of Woodbastwick Village Hall.  16 residents attended a recent meeting, with a Christmas get together planned for 13th December.  
MH led a discussion on ideas around fundraising opportunities for village halls.   
Once the new committee have formed and revised/updated the basic requirements to operate, they will look to begin a calendar of fundraising events, maintain and improve the building and complete the memorial to the late Kit Cator.  
· The clerk reported on Cllr Adshead’s proposal to hold a December meeting instead of January meeting (as she cannot attend this) in order to be part of the budget discussions.  Councillors felt satisfied with the discussion and agreements reached regarding next year’s budget and draft precept figure.  Therefore, they did not feel a meeting in December was necessary but would leave the final decision to the chair as to whether she wished to call an earlier meeting.  
	









VA

	5  Planning & Enforcement Action
a)	Reclamation Yard – Cllr Whymark confirmed he had met with the Enforcement department of BDC and met the new Enforcement Manager (Chris Brownhill).  He confirmed that there is another Officer now in charge of the retrospective application (Samantha McDowell).  BDC are hoping to reach a decision and conclude this matter soon, with conditions imposed.  
b)	Application BA/2024/0356/HouseH - The Old House, Broad Road, Ranworth to demolish old extensions and erect new 1 and 2 storey extensions and internal remodelling of the house.  Councillors felt this would improve the look of the house and had no objections to the application.  The long-term investment in biodiversity at the property was noted.  Clerk to report.  
	







CP

	The next public meeting will take place on 8th January 2025 at Woodbastwick Village Hall, unless notified of an earlier meeting.  





Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair:  L. Cole							Date


Initialled……

