


Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 2nd April 2025 at 7.30pm held at Ranworth Village Hall

Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair 
Lara Cole 		LC		Vice Chair
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
		Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
		Alby Cator		AJC		Councillor 
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Apologies:	Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
Public:		1 member of the public	
Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District
							Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
	Item
	Action

	Public & District Council Reports
Cllr Whymark updated us on Broadland & South Norfolk District Council’s rebranded green strategy which contains aims for the council to achieve, such as getting the photovoltaic cells on the Horizon building and reducing their carbon footprint.  
Cllr Whymark remains busy with his new role within public health; there is more pressure for integrated care boards to reduce costs by 50%, with staff redundancies by October.  Other savings will come from the commissioning of services with the likelihood that Norfolk  & Waveney will merge to become the Norfolk & Suffolk Integrated Care Board.
MH enquired after progress on the A47 dualling progress; Cllr Whymark confirmed this is on target to be finished in summer 2026.  The increased traffic was noted but with the understanding that there is little we can do to stop this at present.  The police continue to monitor speeding in the South Walsham/Panxworth area.  
Cllr Whymark has taken part in the collection of data for StreetWave assessing the accuracy and strength of mobile signal across his region.  District Councillors are taking it in turns to assess their divisions alongside the refuse collection vehicles which are also doing this.  AL pointed out the difference in seasonal variations in the signal strength.   
A member of the public who is interested in becoming a councillor introduced himself briefly.  (AL stepped outside briefly to take a call) 
	

	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
None. 
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 5th March 2025 were agreed and will be signed at the next meeting.  
	

	4  Matters Arising
· Defibrillator at The Maltsters – the clerk had sought advice on their existing machine and  worked with Cllr Paul Newstead to apply for grant funding before the end of the financial year; we are yet to hear if this has been successful.  If the application was unsuccessful, we could try again for this year’s funding or look elsewhere.  
· VA advised that updates from the enforcement team at BDC were not forthcoming, highlighting that she had received 2 highways concerns of stacking lorries at the Reclamation Yard again this week.  Cllr Whymark will pass these on.  
· Woodbastwick Village Hall Booking System – this is now being tested.  The clerk requested a copy of the full email from the site hosts be forwarded to her so she can log their confirmation of server location for GDPR purposes.  
· Appointment to the Full Time and Part Time Benefice Clergy Posts – the clerk confirmed she had stood in to represent Woodbastwick on the interview panel on 10th March.  Interviews had been productive and offers had been made.  
The clerk explained the Diocese recruitment process, which was now causing delays, but it is hoped that announcements would be made shortly.  
· Memorial Bench – Thanks to MH who had circulated details of the 2 options, the larger of the two options was chosen (£200.00) to be suitable for a plaque honouring Kit Cator which will be located at the village hall.  Various funding options/shared funding is being discussed between the community groups Kit represented.  3 options for wording on the plaque were circulated with option 2 being the preferred choice. Once sizes are known of the area suitable, quotes for the plaque can be sought.  The bench is wooden and will need future maintenance which is to be agreed, but recycled material was not offered by the supplier.  Delivery is to be arranged by MH to the Woodbastwick Estate yard. 
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	5  Planning & Enforcement
None 
	


	6  Highways
No new reports. 
a) Highways – (circulated ahead of the meeting) there is a planned road closure on 7th April at School Hill from the Priory Road junction to facilitate Anglian Water jetting sewer lines.  
	

	7  Environmental
a) Norfolk Wildlife Trust (NWT) proposed purchase and restoration of Sotshole Broad (circulated ahead of the meeting) – a discussion took place around budget constraints for the upcoming year, although the project was broadly supported by councillors, and posters will put up locally advertising the venture.  SG highlighted that this could be a valuable community asset as it will be developed for public access.  LC queried what would happen with surplus funds if NWT raised in excess of their £100,000 target.  SG confirmed there was no commitment to maintain the site, it was purely a donation being sought.  It was agreed to keep this on the agenda and look at financial support once the full cost is known of the memorial bench and plaque.  
	







	8  Received Correspondence 
Information regarding the closure of the Post Office had been circulated and publicized on the village Facebook page.  The closure had now taken place on 31st March.  No further information had been received from the Post Office in response to objections.  
	

	9  Receive and Approve Accounts for 2024/25
The accounts were closed for the year 2024/25 and had been circulated for consideration.  There is only one unexpected charge, being Lloyds Bank now putting bank charges of £4.25pcm in place, totalling £51.00 across the upcoming year which we can absorb.  A brief discussion took place around the bank charges and the possibility of addressing these with Lloyds and the availability of small business accounts and it was decided to absorb the charges and leave the account with the existing provider.  
	

	10 Pending Payments
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk 					£  329.70
Village Hall hire 			£     35.00
Accounts had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting.  
	


AL/VA

	10 Any Other Business
· Village Book - Sue Hitchcock has advised that there are only 10 books left to sell with a view to the project being wound up this summer.  The proceeds of sales and remaining money will be held by the Parish Council and the remaining Village Book Trustees’ views will be sought on allocation of funds before decisions are made.  
· LC updated councillors on future events at Woodbastwick Village Hall, including their upcoming AGM on 7th April.  
A jumble sale held on 29th March raised £256.60 and the programme of future events will make more toward the upkeep of the hall.  There is now an active group of volunteers helping to organise events and look after the hall and grounds and their contribution was noted.  

	

	The meeting closed at 20:35hrs.  
The next public meeting will take place on 7th May 2025 at Woodbastwick Village Hall at 7.30pm when we will host the Annual Parish Meeting, followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting.   





Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair							Date


Initialled……

