


Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 11th June  2025 at 7.30pm held at Ranworth Village Hall

Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Steve Tough		ST		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
Apologies:  	Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor 
Lara Cole		LC		Vice-Chair
Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 							Councillor (Wroxham Ward)

	Item
	Action

	Public & District Council Reports
Cllr Newstead advised that various new cleaning contracts had been granted at Broadland District Council (BDC). 
AC enquired after recent press stories on the number of councils should devolution happen.  Cllr Newstead confirmed that whilst Norfolk County Council prefer a future of one central governing body in Norfolk, BDC preferred 3 and North Norfolk 2.  Ultimately, this will go to central government for their decision.   
	

	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
None. 
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 7th May 2025 were agreed and signed.  
	

	4  Matters Arising
· Defibrillator at The Maltsters – the clerk is waiting for Community Heartbeat Trust to raise a pro-forma invoice for Cllr Brennan.    
· Memorial Bench – this had been delivered and a further donation from Woodbastwick Church in the sum of £50 was offered.   
· Fran Whymark sent a report confirming his attempts to have a meeting with the Compliance Team at BDC regarding the reclamation yard, but he hadn’t received any response from them and he will continue to press for this.  
· Fran Whymark had an answer for Cllr Cole regarding highways boundaries which he had sent to the clerk and which she will forward.  
· Fran Whymark launched “Mindful Norfolk” with the Deputy Lieutenant for Norfolk last week.  This builds upon the initiative he started at Broadland District Council – “Mindful Towns and Villages”.  The plan is that all district councils will adopt this model and help to understand mental wellbeing and how to support/signpost people who are experiencing mental health difficulties.  There is training available, they are not looking for people to deal with serious mental health difficulties, just to recognise someone needs to talk and offer that listening ear.  https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/community-safety/support-wellbeing/mindful-towns-villages
· The clerk had written to the local liaison regarding road closures/works on A47  but hadn’t received a response. 
	






FW

CP

	5  Planning & Enforcement
An updated application for The Old House, Ranworth - BA/2024/0355/HouseH - had been received and circulated prior to the meeting and these were supported. 
The clerk had requested an update from the Enforcement Team at BDC regarding the reclamation yard; no response had been received.  
	

CP



	6  Highways
No new reports of works needed.  
VA reported on behalf of residents close to the reclamation yard who were experiencing problems with excessive speed along Salhouse Road and their enquiry as to whether this 40mph stretch could be reduced to 30mph.  Cllr Newstead believed this would be looked upon favourably and it was agreed to make an initial enquiry with Highways in this regard. 
	



CP

	7  Environmental
No new reports. 
a) Norfolk Wildlife Trust (NWT) request for financial support regarding their purchase of Sotshole Broad; this was brought forward from earlier meetings awaiting a budget update and meeting with full attendance.  It was suggested this should once more be deferred until all councillors were present, but also until the last financial quarter to enable the council to make a fully informed decision on the value of the donation, given our financial commitments for the year.  It was agreed, by majority, that a financial donation would be made in due course.  Clerk to write to NWT to update them.  
	






CP

	8  Received Correspondence 
· The full-time vicar for the Broadside Benefice, Revd Andrew Tapsell’s, licensing service will take place on Thursday, 19th June at 7pm at Blofield Church.  
· The South Walsham Parish Council clerk had responded regarding the overhanging tree next to Panxworth bridge, causing turning problems for HGVs; they were attempting to get Highways to manage this and would keep us informed.  The clerk offered support in addressing this with Highways, if required.  
· Having made contact with the local Safer Neighbourhood Police Team, South Walsham Parish Council had confirmed they were now receiving support with speeding through the  village.  Following a monitoring machine being installed, the police have agreed to more visits from the Safety Camera Team. Some residents were vocal about speeding and our offer of a joint parish SpeedWatch Team, with our 2 new volunteers, would be put to them.  
	

	9  Receive Internal Auditor’s Report
The internal auditor had completed his work on the accounts and Annual Return and the Exemption Certificate had been sent to the external auditors. 
	

	10 Pending Payments
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk 					£  347.61
Village Hall hire 			£     35.00
Accounts had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting.  
	


AL/VA

	10 Any Other Business
· Village Book - Sue Hitchcock and the clerk hope to wind this up over the council’s summer break.  
· MH advised of Ranworth Village Hall’s 100 year celebrations over the weekend of 14th-15th June.  
· CP advised of Woodbastwick Church’s flower festival and evensong service over the weekend of 2nd-3rd August, culminating in the service on the Sunday evening at 6.30pm.
· ST raised the continuing issue of power cuts across the 3 villages, a long term problem, although recently reduced in better weather in Woodbastwick, as reported by AC.  The clerk offered to write to UK Power Networks to see if there were any planned improvements to the service.  
· Cllr Newstead enquired after quotes for works to improve Woodbastwick Village Hall; clerk to pass this to LC. 
	
CP







CP

CP/LC

	The meeting closed at 20:10hrs.  
The next public meeting will take place on 2nd July 2025 at Woodbastwick Village Hall at 7.30pm.





Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair							Date


Initialled……

