


Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 5th November 2025 at 7.30pm held at 
Ranworth Village Hall

Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
Lara Cole		LC		Vice-Chair
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 								Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
Absent:	Steve Tough		ST		Councillor
Apologies:  	None
	Item
	Action

	Public & District Council Reports
Cllr Newstead reported on results of recommendations at Broadland & South Norfolk District Council (BDC) to try to alleviate the problems experienced with the planning and enforcement departments.  CORVU reports will remain in place.  More staff will be engaged to assist in the processes required.  Cllr Whymark confirmed he is still pushing for a review of planning. The recommendations had been produced by external consultants, the cost of which was queried by Cllr Goodall; Cllrs Newstead/Whymark confirmed they would enquire and report back.  
Following a lengthy process, it was confirmed at a planning meeting that The Ship public house in South Walsham had been approved for residential use.  
Cllr Whymark reminded us of the upcoming hazardous waste days at Norwich North on 28th/29th November.  He also reported on a national award given to Norfolk County Council for the innovative reuse of mobility aids.  
Public Consultations were highlighted by Cllr Whymark; specifically, the 2026/27 Budget Savings Proposal.  Later in the meeting Cllr Goodall confirmed he had read the documents available and highlighted the lack of comparative data, requiring respondents to further search for statistics from elsewhere to respond effectively.  There are no clear performance targets for NCC, nor specifics regarding what they will do with the funding, instead it was quite “speculative” in terms of their objectives. It was agreed that this would be the feedback from Woodbastwick Parish Council with councillors free to respond privately.  
Cllr Adshead raised the query as to whether savings reported in the recent Local Government Reform (“Devolution”) documentation would be achieved.  Cllrs Whymark and Newstead stated they felt that one unitary authority would bring about some savings, but others would not necessarily achieve the figures reported.  Plans for the election of a Mayor are still taking place in May 2026.  In May 2027 the Police & Crime Commissioner role will be defunct, those responsibilities going to the new mayor.  The Clerk enquired if the costs of mayoral elections would be recuperated from local councils, such as those for county elections (which have been postponed).  Cllr Whymark doesn’t expect those costs to be recovered, but this has not been confirmed.  
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	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
None. 
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 1st October 2025 were agreed and signed.  
	

	4  Matters Arising
The Clerk confirmed sales of the village book totalled £140.00 (with thanks to Cllr Hadden in this regard); a further £10 was awaited before the sum was to be banked (to minimise banking charges).  The Clerk confirmed the electronic copy had been accessed and would be uploaded to the website.  
	

	5  Resignation & Vacancy
The Clerk reported that there had been no further contact from Cllr Tough.  Having checked the position with the Mentoring Officer at BDC, they will not accept his verbal resignation and must have written.  Failing further engagement, the council will have to wait until he had failed to attend 6 meetings and then start the legal process of a casual vacancy.  MH will liaise with Cllr Tough in this regard.  
	



MH

	6  Planning & Enforcement
The clerk had circulated documents relating to the following:
a) The Old House, Broad Road, Ranworth 
b) “Bethany”, Horning Road, Woodbastwick
There were no objections to either proposal.  
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	7  Highways
MH confirmed he had received further calls from the public regarding Common Lane/Common Road, in particular.  The Clerk urged people to report problems using “What3Words” to prevent any misunderstanding and allow NCC to precisely locate the areas concerned.  No feedback had been received regarding earlier reports, from NCC thus far.  
VA circulated a Scheme Update from National Highways on the dualling of the A47 at North Burlingham as she had attended the public drop-in event on 13/10/2025.  She reported that they are ahead of schedule and were hoping to open access roads in Spring 2026 with completion by early Summer. It is hoped that completion will greatly reduce the volume of traffic experienced by Panxworth. The Clerk confirmed to Cllr Newstead that she hadn’t received any contact from Rob Norman of Galliford Try.  
a) Speed data for 3 weeks in October were received and circulated shortly before the meeting.  The Clerk requested training in to help interpret the data.  VA provided the following statistics:
· 56,000 vehicles (one direction) - averaging just below 19,000 per week/2,700 per day
· Extrapolated over a 4-week period – 75,000 vehicles/81,000 in a typical month. 
· 85% averaging 35mph or slower
· ⅓ of traffic exceeding 30mph 
	This data will continue to be collected and presented to the Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) and Highways.  The Clerk has contacted SNT, who, in turn have contacted the Police Safety Camera Team to request they make direct contact.  AL suggested asking for data from the Safety Camera Team.  
	The SNT have offered us fluorescent signage stating “please respect our community and watch your speed” – this offer has been accepted.  
	The issues following today’s accident (bridge strike) were noted.  	 
b) VA reported that enough volunteers had now signed up to restart the Community Speedwatch Team and she will complete the application process this week.  
The Clerk confirmed that a recent report regarding the verge/duck crossing behind The Maltsters had been reported to Highways.  
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	8  Environmental
LC/CP reported on the work of the Woodbastwick litter picking group, led by Isabel Traquair (aged 6) and dad, Jack, who have mobilised the community.  Isabel is working toward her ‘Green’ Blue Peter Badge and arrangements have been made locally to assist via the kind permission of Woodbastwick Estate (clerk to confirm these with Jack).  A letter of commendation will also be sent to Isabel on behalf of the Council, and the clerk hopes to nominate Isabel for a Community Hero Award next year, with the support of her parents.  
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	9  Reports from Village Hall and Parish Churches
LC reported on behalf of Woodbastwick Village Hall:
· The Halloween event raised £230.  A Christmas party is planned and will be advertised locally.  
MH reported on behalf of Ranworth Village Hall:
· The quiz had 12 tables of 6 people in each team with a bar and was extremely successful and was well enjoyed.  
CP reported on behalf of Woodbastwick Church:
· The next Benefice Remembrance Service is to be held at Woodbastwick on Sunday, 9th November at 10.45am.
· A Christmas Carol Service will be held on Sunday, 14th December at 11am, jointly in aid of the church and Nelson’s Journey.  More details to follow.  
· The bells had been checked and serviced and it is hoped to have them in use in due course.  
	

	10 Received Correspondence 
The clerk reported on the following:
· A complaint regarding the early closure of the public toilets at Ranworth Staithe had been received and raised with BDC.   The facilities had been closed ahead of half-term visitors which caused problems locally.  
· BDC rough sleeper count will take place over 12th-13th November and councillors were urged to report any concerns to the clerk. 
	

	11  Draft Budget  
Draft figures had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting.  Notable changes include:
· Clerk salary increased, as agreed earlier in the year, to SCP20.
· Inclusion of the 3-year electrical safety test for the phone box and equipment at Panxworth (initially estimated £50 but subsequently confirmed by the installer to be £96.00.  VA knows a local electrician and she will approach him to quote.  It is important that certification is provided for council records by whomever undertakes this work.  Current certification expires in Summer 2026.  
· Both Ranworth and Woodbastwick Village Hall hire costs have been confirmed at £35/session.  
· Removal of the £50 budget item for grass cutting (agreed by SG).
· A short discussion was held regarding the cost of electricity for the phone box/defib and it was agreed to remove this cost from the Council’s budget, passing it to the village as their responsibility to raise funds.  
Total costs for 2026/27 are estimated to be just over £6,000 and a carry forward of £700.00 is estimated.  The proposal is to keep the precept at £5,400.  This will be finalised in January at the meeting ahead of the precept request.  There were no further questions or concerns raised at the meeting.  
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	12 Pending Payments
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk (Nov & Dec) salary/expenses	£  717.64
Village Hall hire 			£     35.00
Accounts had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting.  
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	13 Any Other Business
Raised by SG regarding the budget consultation and detailed under ‘Public Participation’.  
	

	The meeting closed at 20:30hrs
The next public meeting will take place on 7th January 2026 at Woodbastwick Village Hall at 7.30pm.



Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair							Date


Initialled……

