


Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 7th January 2026 at 7.30pm held at 
Woodbastwick Village Hall
Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
Lara Cole		LC		Vice-Chair (from 7.48pm)
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Public:		Mark Bowen				Member of Public/Applicant to Vacant Post
Apologies:  	Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
	Item
	Action

	Public & District Council Reports
No reports had been received from County/District Councillors.    
Parish Councillors that did not know Mark Bowen ahead of the meeting, got the chance meet him; his application has been received for the vacant post of parish councillor.  
	

	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
Andrew Lee declared a pecuniary interest in item 8(a) and was granted dispensation to discuss this matter.  
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 5th November 2025 were agreed and signed.  
	

	4  Matters Arising
· The clerk confirmed that feedback was given, as agreed, on Norfolk County Council’s (NCC) budget proposals.  
· A letter of commendation had been sent to Isabel Traquair.  
· VA confirmed that she had spoken to a local electrician who had completed the electrical safety test on the phone box/defib at cost price (£50); documentation awaited.   
	

	5  Resignation & Vacancy
The Clerk reported that Mr Tough’s written resignation had been received and processed via Broadland District Council. 
An application had been received from Mark Bowen and co-option can proceed at the February meeting, if he wishes to pursue this.  
	

	6  Planning & Enforcement
The clerk confirmed that no new applications had been received.  
	

	7  Highways
a) No current data had been received.  The clerk confirmed that she had been in touch with Safer Neighbourhood Team Officer, Jackie Chambers, who, in turn, had requested data from the Safety Camera Partnership to corroborate our figures.  
b) VA confirmed that the application to re-start the Community Speedwatch Team had been sent off and we await a response and provision of equipment.  
A letter of complaint had been received from a member of the public – see correspondence.  
AL reported that he had flushed out the pipes under the road at Scott’s Corner and this now appeared to be running clear, but this may need raising in future.  
	

	8  Environmental
a) A request had been received from a member of public to consider a permissive path along Plumstead Road at the end of the public footpath known as FP2.   The clerk had ascertained prior to the meeting that this land belongs to Cllr Lee.  The precise location was established for all councillors and Cllr Lee advised us of the history around this footpath.  Along with this request, it was noted that this footpath hadn’t been cut for some time and was now overgrown.  The clerk had raised this with NCC and been advised that this was not part of the cutting contract.  
Cllr Lee reported that creation of a permissive path was not out of the question but requested time to consider the implications of such a request.  
Alongside this, he will consider future maintenance/cutting, and no further action is to be taken to address cutting via NCC until Cllr Lee has concluded his investigations.  Clerk to report back to the member of public.  
	









AL


CP

	9  Reports from Village Hall and Parish Churches
LC reported on behalf of Woodbastwick Village Hall:
· The Christmas party was held in December and was well supported. 
· A trustee meeting will be held w/c 12/01/2026.
· Art classes will recommence shortly after a Christmas break.   
CP reported on behalf of Woodbastwick Church:
· Holy Communion service will take place on Sunday, 18th January 2026 at 11am.  
· A service is planned for Palm Sunday in March.  
	

	10 Received Correspondence 
a) A discussion took place regarding the request to respond to the Local Government Reform consultation.  A vote was taken with most councillors in favour of the ‘Type A’ single tier proposal. It was noted that insufficient data had been supplied within the consultation document to be able to answer questions 1-10; no specific numbers were included on the economics of each area, populations or financial data.  Two councillors abstained from voting.  VA/CP will finalise the response.  
A letter of complaint was received by VA from a member of the public living on Salhouse Road, Panxworth, regarding the increase in traffic and requesting a volume survey.  The letter was read in its entirety to council; it was agreed that this will be acknowledged by the clerk and forwarded to Highways/SNT/Cllr Whymark for the appropriate response to this request.  
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	11  Draft Budget  
Draft figures had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting.  Changes from the last meeting had been made:
· Inclusion of the 3-year electrical safety test for the phone box and equipment at Panxworth confirmed to be £50.00.  
· Removal of the £50 budget item for grass cutting. 
· Removal of the annual cost of electricity to the defib in the phone box at Panxworth.  
Total costs for 2026/27 are estimated to be £5,870; after discussion and clarification of bank charges and a potential carry forward in the current account of approximately £600, the budget was approved.  
	

	12 Review and Agree Precept for 2026/27
Following the budget discussion, it was agreed to increase the precept by 2% to cover rising costs.  Therefore, the precept request will be for £5,508.00.
	

	13 Pending Payments
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk salary		£  327.81
Village Hall hire 	£    35.00
The clerk’s report and accounts had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting. The year-to-date document had been adjusted to show expenditure only.  The current account balance, prior to payment approval, is £1,977.42, Savings (excluding village book sum) are £2,506.60.
The village book revenue was briefly discussed; councillors suggested further waste bins but future costs of emptying this would impact the council and increase the precept. It was agreed to consult the local community via an article in The Mardler, Facebook and our Website for ideas on projects for each village.  
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	13 Any Other Business
· MH noted that The Maltsters was closed for two months for a  winter break and refurbishment. 
· MH noted that the issue of HGVs using Priory Road in Ranworth seemed to have been resolved, although some damage to the verge at the end of the road had occurred.   
	

	The meeting closed at 20:40hrs
The next public meeting will take place on 4th February 2026 at Ranworth Village Hall at 7.30pm.



Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair								Date


Initialled……

