


Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 4th February 2026 at 7.30pm held at 
Ranworth Village Hall

Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Mark Bowen		MB		Councillor after Co-Option
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
		3 Members of the Public
Apologies:	Lara Cole		LC		Vice-Chair
Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor
		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 								Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
	Item
	Action

	Public & District Council Reports
· Members of the public were welcomed and explained their experiences of the diversion recently put in via Ranworth after water repairs were carried out at Panxworth.  It was agreed that this was a ‘perfect storm’ event following closure of the A47, compounded by works in Panxworth, an accident one evening and poor planning.  Cllr Adshead confirmed that she has been working closely with Cllr Fran Whymark who is looking to remedy the damage to roads/verges in Ranworth as soon as possible.  Furthermore, Norfolk County Councillor, Stuart Clancy, has been nominated to review this and try to improve future liaison around road closures and diversions.  He is asking for residents’ experiences to be emailed to him to use in the case study - stuart.clancy.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk 
	Residents also informed us that Anglian Water had disputed they were without water, stating they had “low pressure water”, a complaint had been instigated via the Consumer Council for Water in this regard.  
	We agreed to publicise both contacts, requesting residents make contact and highlight the issues experienced. 
	The proactive work of Cllr Whymark and Janey Cator in organising farm vehicles to rescue motorists, was noted and thanks given.  
	VA to liaise further with Cllr Whymark regarding the cost and timeframe to repair roads/verges. 
· Separately, members of the public advised us of events at Ranworth Village Hall and proposals for improvements.  Regular contact would now be established, and the clerk will forward opportunities for funding when sought.  
· Cllr Newstead advised us that the District Council’s element of Council Tax had been frozen for 2026/27, however, the Police and County Council components were increasing. 
We were advised that a £250,000.00 investment had been made into the Enforcement team at South Norfolk & Broadland District Council to better support planning enforcement activities.  
· Cllr Whymark sent the following report in his absence: 
“I am pleased that the road is now open in Panxworth.  I attended South Walsham PC on Monday and heard from a number of local residents about the impact of the closure and diverted traffic.  I have been in contact with the Highways Team regarding repairing the damaged verges in surrounding villages.  I know that there are conversations between Highways and Anglian Water regarding the necessary repairs and I have contacted the local Highways Engineer and offered to spend the balance of my Highways Grant to ensure works are undertaken quickly.  The deep drainage grips around Ranworth caused further difficulties with cars becoming stuck after driving into them, only being able to get out with the assistance of the local farmer.
The budget settlement from central government to NCC has been positive, in as much as it is a three-year settlement but less than we were hoping for year on year.  
The settlement over the three years will increase by approximately 15% but this is predicated on NCC increasing their precept by 4.99% annually, which is the maximum allowable without a referendum.  Due to this it is likely that the Council tax for NCC will increase by the maximum amount this year.
 
Due to Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) and Devolution the government have decided to postpone this year’s County and City elections.  This is subject to a legal challenge later this month.   In March this year we expect an announcement for one, two or three Unitary Councils for Norfolk, with elections planned to these councils (in a shadow form) in 2027, the Mayoral elections having been delayed until 2028 when District and County Councils will no longer exist in Norfolk.  If there had been elections the current administration at NCC would have be unable to make any agreements regarding Devolution or LGR, posing a real risk that Devolution and LGR (central policies from the Labour Government) would not happen.
 
Winter Warm and Well is NCC's annual campaign developed in partnership with Norfolk and Waveney ICB (local NHS).  Our main messages are:
· Get your flu, COVID-19 and RSV vaccinations as soon as you're offered them. You'll be proactively contacted by the NHS if you're eligible. Vaccines won't stop you catching viruses, but they will reduce how ill you are.
· Keep yourself well by staying warm, keeping active, and keeping a well-stocked medicine cabinet so you're prepared for winter illnesses. This is particularly important for older people and those with long-term health conditions. Even more important to check on vulnerable neighbours and family members during cold snaps when they may be unable to leave the house.
· Search 'Norfolk warm and well' online to visit the ICS website and find out more.
· For hardship support, visit wwww.norfolk.gov.uk/wintersupport
 Our services:
 Make use of the range of NHS services available across Norfolk and Waveney, including NHS 111, Pharmacy First service available at many community pharmacies, Walk-in Centre in Norwich and Minor Injuries Unit in Cromer as well as your own GP practice team.
· If the weather is cold, keep warm by visiting a local warm space such as a library or community centre, which are free to spend time in. 
· Toasty Toes - Over the winter, many of our libraries are holding 'Toasty Toes' events for older adults. These events include information and advice from organisations to support people with the cost of living. They will also gift pairs of NHS-approved slippers to keep your feet warm and toasty – find your nearest event at www.norfolk.gov.uk/healthylibraries
· Some libraries are offering free hot drinks – visit the What's on page at www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraryonline to find out details of venues and times
· If you look after someone, take advantage of advice and support, including information on how to set up an emergency carer plan. Visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/carersemergencyplan to find out more.
 Tips for keeping warm indoors:
 Heat your home to at least 18°C (65°F). You might prefer your main living room to be slightly warmer at 21°C (70°F). If you can't heat all your rooms, heat your living room during the day and your bedroom before you go to bed.
· Keep your bedroom window closed on winter nights. Breathing cold air can be bad for your health as it increases the risk of chest infections.
· Keep active when you're indoors. Try not to sit still for more than an hour as that can cause your muscles to tighten up, which can increase the risk of falling. Get up, stretch your legs, and make yourself a warm drink.
· Wear several layers of light clothes. Several layers trap warm air better than one bulky layer.
· Food provides energy and helps to keep your body warm. Eat regular meals and drink hot drinks.
· If you do become unwell, stay at home to stop bugs spreading.”
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	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
None. 
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 7th January 2026 were agreed and signed.  
	

	4  Matters Arising
None.
	

	5  Co-Option
The clerk confirmed receipt of Mark Bowen’s Registered Interests form; his co-option was therefore proposed by AJC and seconded by MH.  Acceptance of Office was completed, and he was passed details of his .gov email account.  Cllr Bowen was officially welcomed.    
	

	6  Planning & Enforcement
None.
	

	7  Highways
a) Speed Data – due to the 4-week road closure through Panxworth, there are is no significant data to report.  
b) Community Speedwatch - VA meets with Norfolk Constabulary on 12/02/26 to organise locations for the Speedwatch Team to operate from.  It is expected that the team will be up and running in approximately 4 weeks’ time.  
c) Resident’s Complaint regarding Salhouse Road Traffic – this had been responded to by the clerk, outlining the efforts of the parish council to tackle this issue.  The initial letter and our response had been passed to Norfolk Constabulary, Cllrs Whymark and Newstead and to the Infrastructure Highways Engineer for the region.  So far, Jackie Chambers of Norfolk Police had been the only responder.  Copies were sent to councillors ahead of the meeting for their information.  
d) Traffic Issues following Panxworth Road Closure – as outlined under public engagement.
The clerk advised of a Notice received from Anglian Water of works to Slad Lane, Woodbastwick, from 19th-23rd February.  Circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting for information, the clerk will publicise on community pages.  It was noted by VA that no liaison had taken place ahead of this road closure; clerk to inform Cllr Whymark.  
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	8  Environmental
a) Update on FP2 – to be carried forward in Cllr Lee’s absence. 
	

	9  Reports from Village Hall and Parish Churches
CP reported:
· The next service at Woodbastwick Church is on Palm Sunday, 29th March at 11am.
· Work to repair the clock on the church tower at Woodbastwick is underway.  
· Au audit of the churchyard and mapping at Woodbastwick Church has started.
· A benefice service on Racial Justice Sunday will take place at St. Margaret’s, Upton (not Ranworth as mistakenly advised) on 8th February at 10.30am. 
· Revd Cheryl and Revd Andrew hope to attend the annual parish meeting in May.  
Members of the Public advised on events at Ranworth Village Hall:
· Saturday 28th March - Fun Quiz 7pm, £5 per person (table of up to 6) bring your own picnic, pay bar - book via the VH website (payment required on booking).
· Saturday 27th June -  Mid-Summer Evening Event - free entry, bring your own food, paid bar, live music.
· Friday 31st July - Sunday 2nd August -   Ranworth Annual Beer Festival. 
· MH reported that The Maltsters had reopened (Wednesday-Sunday) until 9th March when it closes for refurbishment and aims to reopen on 14th April. 
	

	10 Received Correspondence 
The clerk reported on the following:
· An enquiry had been received regarding vintage transport once used in Woodbastwick.  The clerk had been able to liaise with the Cator family and establish the history and origin on the vehicle to the satisfaction of the enquirer and community group involved. 
· Two ideas had been received so far for possible projects to spend the Village Book money on (1) benches and (2) tree planting.  
	

	12 Pending Payments
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk (Nov & Dec) salary/expenses	£  328.47
Village Hall hire 			£     35.00
Accounts had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting.  
	


AL/VA

	13 Any Other Business
SG advised that he had received notice that the bench in the grounds of Panxworth Church has fallen into disrepair.  The clerk confirmed this is under the management of Ranworth Church PCC and that she would make them aware.  
	

CP

	The meeting closed at 20:10hrs
The next public meeting will take place on 4th March 2026 at Woodbastwick Village Hall at 7.30pm.



Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair							Date


Initialled……

