Chair’s Report May 2026
Woodbastwick Parish Council AGM

Woodbastwick Parish Council incorporates the villages of Woodbastwick, Ranworth and Panxworth and works hard in the best interests of all our residents.
Due to the increasing rise in costs the precept was increased to £5,400 this year.  We finished the financial year in 2025 with a total of £2,490.22 in reserves, rising to £3,261.49 at the end of the calendar year, including the ring-fenced income of £894.89 from the sales of the Millennium (Village) Book.  This amazing endeavour has now been brought to a close and the plan is to split this sum equally between the three villages. Benches will be purchased and installed at various locations.
The Parish Council continues to liaise closely with Ranworth and Woodbastwick Village Halls and the Parochial Church Councils, and it is particularly positive to report the appointments of Rev Andrew Tapsell and Rev Cheryl Ramballi. They are most welcome.
During this year the dualling of the A47 has been an ongoing challenge for local residents, creating an increase in traffic volumes, specifically through Panxworth when overnight closures have been necessary, with problems further exacerbated by a burst water main in February 2026 when the road had to be closed for up to three weeks. Diversions though Ranworth resulted in significant damage to verges and roadside grips which have yet to be repaired. 
There have also been ongoing frustrations with the lack of engagement with NCC’s Planning and Enforcement teams, however we have appreciated the regularly attendance of our monthly meetings by Broadland District Councillors Fran Whymark and Paul Newstead, both of whom have provided excellent support to the council, as required.
Therefore it is with significant regret that Fran Whymark has since lost his seat at the recent local elections and we will no longer have the benefit of his advice, funding support and dedication to the well-being of residents within this parish. We wish him well in his future endeavours.
The council meets on a monthly basis, on the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm, with the exception of August and December, alternating between Woodbastwick and Ranworth Village halls and all residents are welcome to attend.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Woodbastwick Parish Councillors for their efforts and support in working for the residents of our three villages, Panxworth, Ranworth and Woodbastwick, with special mention as always to Caroline Purdy, our Parish Clerk, for her valued commitment and excellent administration on all parish-related matters.

Vivienne Adshead
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