


Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 4th March 2026 at 7.30pm held at 
Woodbastwick Village Hall
Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair
		Lara Cole		LC		Vice-Chair (from 7.40pm)
Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Broadland District 								Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
Apologies:	Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Bowen		MB		Councillor
	Item
	Action

	Public & District Council Reports
Cllr Newstead opened by confirming that preparations were underway for the upcoming elections on 7th May 2026.  Following on from our last meeting, he is keen to assist Ranworth Village Hall Trustees with financial support with a grant to improve the kitchen facilities.  MH/Clerk to advise and link up the relevant parties.  
Cllr Whymark advised of the following:
· The district council (BDC) had withdrawn financial support for the ‘Business Builder’ incentive, following a reduction in funding from central Government.  
· Norfolk County Council (NCC) has invested in a new ‘High Streets Matter’ scheme to support businesses, with the aim of getting them a digital profile to raise exposure.  There is also a new ‘Pubs Matter’ scheme aiming to support them to remain open.  
· Ahead of local elections, we were advised that local divisions have changed, but that we remain under the ‘Wroxham Ward’.  
· A decision on which of the proposals for Local Government Reform is expected next month. 
· Cllr Whymark had recently been to look at Priory Road in Ranworth and spoken with Janey Cator regarding significant issues in the area.  Following the inappropriate diversion, the recently dug out roadside grips have now caused further damage by breaking up the road surface.  The inappropriate placement and digging of roadside grips have been an ongoing problem for several years.  FW will follow this up and suggests that either funding is diverted for this project to the Parish Council for them to manage, or to spend up to £6,000 from a highways budget to repair this, in conjunction with the contractors who have caused further damage.  MH noted that heavy plant used in the recent removal of trees has also added to issues in the area.  VA asked for clarification into the timeframe for reparation; Cllr Whymark confirmed that funding runs out at the end of the financial year so he hopes to commit the money before then and that works could start thereafter.   
· Up to £400 is available via Cllr Whymark for the improvement of local facilities; LC will liaise with him regarding the urgent electrical work for Woodbastwick Village Hall which could benefit from this contribution.  
· A study is due to take place looking into the planning department at BDC with a view to making improvements within the department.  An oversight committee is being created to observe the enforcement department.  Internal personnel changes have already taken place.  
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	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
LC declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 5(a). 
AL declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 7(a) and was granted dispensation.  
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 4th February 2026 were agreed and signed.  
	

	4  Matters Arising
The clerk confirmed she had advised Ranworth PCC regarding the bench at Panxworth Tower and that she had asked if they wished to replace it.  
	

	5  Planning & Enforcement
a) Application 2026/0386 – car port at The Old Vicarage, Woodbastwick – the clerk had circulated details of the application, which was unanimously supported.  Clerk to feedback to BDC.  The clerk noted the original advice notice from the planning department was incorrect, omitting that the property was listed - a second, corrected, notice was received on 04/03/2026 with a later deadline to feedback of 25/03/2026.
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	6  Highways
a) Speed Data – no data has been received.   
b) Community Speedwatch - VA was due to meet with Norfolk Constabulary on 12/02/26, however, this had been postponed until 06/03/2026.  As soon as locations for the Speedwatch Team to operate from have been confirmed, the team can begin monitoring. 
c) Resident’s Complaint regarding Salhouse Road Traffic – So far, Jackie Chambers of Norfolk Police had been the only responder that the clerk was aware of; the clerk has asked Highways for a confirmation of their response to the resident.  
d) Traffic Issues following Panxworth Road Closure –  see public report by Cllr Whymark.  
Following a bridge strike in Panxworth, the bridge has been repaired and painted white to emphasise the area.  
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	7  Environmental
a) Update on FP2 – Cllr Lee continues to investigate the possibilities and legalities of a permissive path in the area; he will update the enquirer.  SG highlighted future maintenance and grass cutting which needs to be established in due course.  
	
AL

	8  Reports from Village Hall and Parish Churches
LC reported on Woodbastwick Village Hall: 
· Following investigations, the heating in the hall was confirmed as the most suitable given the constraints of the building.  
· Electrical works are required for the heating system, and they may look to disconnect some of the units in an effort to reduce costs.  
· The committee will focus on 4 events this year: dates to be agreed in due course.  
MH advised on events at Ranworth Village Hall:
· Saturday 28th March - Fun Quiz 7pm, £5 per person (table of up to 6) bring your own picnic, pay bar - book via the VH website (payment required on booking).
· Saturday 27th June -  Mid-Summer Evening Event - free entry, bring your own food, paid bar, live music.
· Friday 31st July - Sunday 2nd August -   Ranworth Annual Beer Festival. 
· MH reported that The Maltsters had reopened (Wednesday-Sunday) until 9th March when it closes for refurbishment and aims to reopen on 14th April.  
CP reported:
· The next service at Woodbastwick Church is on Palm Sunday, 29th March at 11am.
· Work to repair the clock on the church tower at Woodbastwick has been completed.  
	

	9 Received Correspondence 
The clerk reported on the following:
· The Broads Authority has sent the Local Plan for the Broads to the Secretary of State for Housing and Communities for approval.  Details had been circulated to councillors who noted that they had been unable to open the relevant documents.  Clerk to check and feedback.  
· The Big Broadland Litter Pick organised by BDC is open from 19/02/26-31/05/2026, the Woodbastwick Litter Pick group would be taking part, the clerk will register their involvement.  
· The call for new sites for the Greater Norwich Local Plan is now open until 23/03/2026.
· A response had been received from BDC following a resident’s complaint from November 2025 regarding the early closure of the public toilets at Ranworth Staithe. The response states:
“The opening hours on the toilets have been consistent for years and are publicised on the councils website Ranworth - open weekends only from 28 October to 30 March (open daily from 21 December to 5 January) these opening hours reflect the reduction in requirement for use of the toilets through the winter months and are reflected in the cleaning contract which has only recently been awarded. As such I cannot make yearly changes on the opening hours to reflect the half term holidays as these change each year…”
This response was deemed insufficient, councillors pointing out that bank holidays and half term dates were published in advance and could allow for adjustment.  Clerk to challenge this decision.    
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	10 Pending Payments
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk salary/expenses			£  346.53
Village Hall hire 			£     35.00
Accounts had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting.  
MH enquired about ideas for the village book money (£894.89) and it was agreed to look into replacing the bench at Panxworth Tower in consultation with Ranworth PCC and approach the Broads Authority to enquire if a bench could be placed on the Staithe.  CP confirmed a bench is due to be removed within the churchyard at Woodbastwick and a replacement could also be funded.  MH to enquire about costs for 3 benches and secure installation with concrete.  
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	13 Any Other Business
MH advised of the sad passing of our retired tree warden; clerk to pass on Council Members’ condolences.  
LC advised of the removal of the Leylandii hedge at Glebe Cottage on Horning Road, Woodbastwick, vastly improving access and visibility in the area. 
	

CP

	The meeting closed at 20:15hrs
The next public meeting will take place on 1st April 2026 at Ranworth Village Hall at 7.30pm.



Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair							Date


Initialled……

