


Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 13th May 2026 at 8.00pm held at 
Woodbastwick Village Hall
Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair (Clerk responsibilities for the meeting)
		Lara Cole		LC		Vice-Chair 
Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Mark Bowen		MB		Councillor
Public:		Cllr Fran Whymark	FW		Divisions County Councillor & Outgoing Broadland 								District Councillor (Wroxham Ward)
Apologies:	Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 	CP		Clerk 
	Item
	Action

	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Election of Chair & Vice Chair for 2026/27
AC nominated Vivienne Adshead to remain as chair, LC seconded this proposal.  
VA nominated Lara Cole to continue as Vice-Chair, seconded by SG.  
Acceptances of Office will be signed with the clerk at the next meeting.  
	

	3  Declarations of Interest
AJC declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 5 (change of roof).  
	

	4  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 1st April were agreed and signed.  
	

	5  Matters Arising
· Outgoing Cllr. Fran Whymark was able to confirm that the review by external consultants which had been queried, hadn’t taken place.  However, problems continue within the Planning/Enforcement departments; a procedural review, used by South Norfolk District Council, will be actioned now that the two councils have merged.  
· The member of the public’s concern regarding improvements to The Maltsters had been actioned and a Compliance Officer from the Broad’s Authority reported:
“...I have been out to the site yesterday 14 April and met with Amy who was overseeing all the work.
She showed me around and we discussed the matters you raised in your email.
 Firstly, the window which has been blocked up does not constitute any breach in planning as the building is not listed, so does not require planning permission.
Secondly, the change from selling pizza to fish & chips is not a change of use as this outbuilding has been used for eat-in or take away service previously and Amy tells me that before the pizza hut, it used to provide burgers and food for the pub and boat customers which has happened for a number of years now, we have pictures going back to 2019.
The claim of a dog grooming station is just a shower only, where customers may shower their dog if it has been in the river. No grooming will take place here…”
· The insurance query regarding bench installation at Ranworth Staithe had been clarified by the asset officer and is under their jurisdiction.  
· Confirmation had been received from Highways that the repair had been made to the pothole on Priory Road, Ranworth.
	





	6  Planning & Enforcement
· MB advised of an upcoming planning application for his property which was noted and is expected ahead of the June meeting. 
· No updates have been received regarding the Reclamation Yard; Cllr Whymark advised that this is an example which will be looked into within the Planning review.  
· A late application for change of main/annex roof at Copperhole, Woodbastwick, had been received and circulated.  Councillors appreciated the reasons for a change and no objections were received.  
	





CP

	7  Highways
a) Resident’s Complaint regarding Salhouse Road Traffic –  the full response from Norfolk County Council Highways Department had been received; they will take no action.  
b) Local reparation after the diversion through Ranworth – Cllr Whymark confirmed he had been consulting with the Highways Engineer who agreed the digging of some grips had damaged the road and would be put right. Other issues would come under general repair.  Cllr Whymark confirmed that any money left in his budget would be put towards this work.  
Highways will now liaise with Anglian Water, pushing for them to put money toward the repairs.  
Cllr Whymark was made aware of the current issues, diversion and increase in traffic through Ranworth again.  Concerns of local residents that had made contact were noted.
LC raised a new pothole outside Woodbastwick Church and she will report it.    
	










LC

	8  Environmental
a) Update on FP2 – no update as Cllr Lee was unavailable.  
b) Bench Installation – The clerk attended a meeting of Ranworth PCC who had agreed to a bench at Panxworth Tower.  
AC kindly agreed to receive the benches at the estate office, ahead of organising installation.  The plaques would read “The Millennium Bench”.  Clerk to confirm delivery and invoicing details to MH.  
c) Toilet Facilities at Ranworth Staithe – a response had been received from the Officer responsible:
“…The Half term for 26/27 is Monday 26th October until Friday 30th October. As the contractor has fixed switch to weekends only from 28th October this means that this year the toilets would be cleaned on the Monday and Tuesday but would be closed for the remainder of the week.
I am exploring options as to what could be done for this short period, obviously each year would have to be considered separately to see how the half term lands. The Contractor has yet to respond to the request for additional days although they have said that they would be considered outside of the contract terms on an ad hoc cleaning basis which would be at a higher rate. 
They have expressed concerns over an external third party cleaning the site and the implications relating to consumables, which are currently provided through them (cleaning products and toilet roll).
Another solution could be whether the Parish Council would be interested in taking on the toilets through a delegated agreement, where the District Council would exit the current contract and move the toilets across to the Parish Council’s responsibility. We have this in place in Acle and Reepham, where the Town Council’s manage the toilets on the District Councils behalf in return to an annual payment of c. £16,000 per annum…”
VA proposed that the offer to take on management of the toilets be investigated (the cost of consumables, how much cleaning was required, what the terms of any contract would be, NI and HMRC responsibilities etc).  MH felt most visitors used The Maltsters toilets, but it was agreed to look into this.   
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CP

	9  Reports from Village Hall and Parish Churches
Woodbastwick Church APCM is to be held on Friday, 22nd May at 10am at Copperhole.  
	

	10 Received Correspondence 
The clerk had circulated the member of the public’s concerns regarding the repairs in Panxworth and works in South Walsham, again impacting Ranworth. MH confirmed he had discussed this directly.   The Parish Council share these concerns and will continue working within our remit to influence decision-making.  
	



	11 Pending Payments
The following payments were approved: 
Clerk salary/expenses			£  353.55
Village Hall hire 			£     35.00
Insurance				£  382.29
Payments are ready for authorisation. 
The insurance premium is £9.00 over budget which is acknowledged.  
	1st half of the precept has been received, and current account is at £3,000.06 before payments.  Savings account is at £3,427.40.  
	


AL/VA





	12  Accessibility Statement
The draft Statement was circulated ahead of the meeting, agreed and signed.  
	

	13 Any Other Business
MB raised that a bus from the Brick Kilns PH in Plumstead had started driving via Primrose Corner (four times per day) enroute to South Walsham.   MB had spoken to the driver, who stated this was an on-demand service.  It was agreed MB would get more details so we could publicise this locally.  
	

	The meeting closed at 20:30hrs
The next public meeting will take place on 3rd June at Ranworth Village Hall at 7.30pm.  



Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair							Date


Initialled……

