Woodbastwick Parish Council Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 2nd September 2026 at 7.30pm held at 
Woodbastwick Village Hall
Present:	Vivienne Adshead	VA		Chair 
Lara Cole		LC		Vice-Chair 
Alby Cator		AC		Councillor 
Andrew Lee		AL		Councillor
Stuart Goodall		SG		Councillor
Mark Bowen		MB		Councillor
Caroline Purdy 		CP		Clerk 
Public:		Cllr Paul Newstead	PN		Broadland District Councillor
Apologies:	Mark Hadden 		MH		Councillor
Cllr Ed Matthews	EM		Broadland District Councillor (Wroxham Ward)

	Item
	Action

	Public & District Council Reports
Cllr Newstead confirmed that meetings restart next week for District Councillors.  However, he confirmed that planning regulations had changed to make it easier for self builds and brownfield development in particular; more details to follow.  AC enquired if the issue of nutrient neutrality had been resolved and PN confirmed it had not. 
SG enquired if there was any update on Local Government Reform; PN confirmed there was an update expected.  It was acknowledged that there is a great deal of uncertainty within national/local government at the moment.    
	

	1  Apologies – as above.
	

	2  Declarations of Interest
None. 
	

	3  Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes from the Parish Council Meeting from 1st July 2026  were agreed and signed.  
	

	4  Matters Arising
· Broads Authority representatives – Cllr Matthews is still to confirm his findings, however,  the clerk confirmed that her investigations over the summer had found that there is no County Councillor representative.  SG enquired with Cllr Newstead if there was a District Councillor representative on the Broads Authority (previously Cllr Nigel Brennan) and PN will check. 
· Signage on the A47 – the contractors confirmed that the signage was the same as before works began, but they will look to see if more is required.  
· Hedge on Norton Hill – SG stated that there had been no official cutting of the area, only that done by a local resident.  Clerk to chase. 
	






CP

	5  Planning & Enforcement
None.
	

	6  Highways
a) Reparations in Ranworth – the clerk is awaiting an update from Cllr Matthews.  VA enquired via PN if Fran Whymark’s budget had been earmarked, but this is with Cllr Matthews who must follow up.  The clerk offered to make separate enquiries with Highways.  
	

CP

	7  Environmental
Before individual issues were discussed, SG reiterated the original principle upon which purchase of the Panxworth defib was made – confirming the Parish Council acquired and set it up, but that running costs were beyond the council and that fundraising was to take part in the village to ensure ongoing compliance in terms of replacing parts and running costs, which was agreed by the council.  
a) Ranworth Defibrillator – the clerk had established 3 options for installation of a working defib which were sent to councillors ahead of the meeting:
i. Grant funded installation at the Pub 
ii. Joint venture with Broads Authority (BA) at the Tourist Information Centre
iii. Grant funded installation at The Granary
	The community’s wish to have a defib was acknowledged and the Ranworth Village Hall Committee’s (RVHC) offer to assist in future costs was received.  The clerk has approached Punch Taverns’ rep, BA and The Granary building owners to enquire about possibilities.  
	VA led the discussion, with the clerk updating MB in his understanding of defibrillators and the responsibility of operating one.  
		SG proposed a joint venture, not only with BA, but also Norfolk Wildlife Trust, RVHC, Ranworth Estate and the parish council co-ordinating the project.   MB raised a future concern around indemnity should the defib be unavailable or not working for any reason with regard to a claim through our insurance, training needed and the nominated person and their responsibilities;  the clerk explained that this is tied in with the issue of ownership which will need to be addressed.  
LC highlighted the disparity between the Ranworth proposal of businesses funding the appliance, versus the community requirement to do so at Panxworth which was acknowledged.  However, it was agreed that Ranworth had more visitors (non-residents) who were just as likely to need the equipment and that given the lack of a national body rolling out the initiative there would always been differences between communities and what suited one, might not be right for another.  As comparison, AC reconfirmed that he paid half of the initial purchase cost of the Woodbastwick device (located at the Fur and Feather pub) but that ongoing checks, maintenance and running costs were borne by the pub.  
		The council agreed that it wasn’t viable for the running costs of any defibrillator to come from their budget, but that they are happy for the clerk to continue liaising between the aforementioned groups, by organising a joint meeting as a starting point.  SG/MB offered to represent the parish council at any future meeting.  
b) Panxworth Defib – the clerk had costed the replacement of out-of-date parts for the Panxworth defibrillator amounting to £323.89 (including replacing the rescue kit first aid items) which were due next month through to end March 2027.  Together with running costs VA estimated £500pa required.   The clerk confirmed she is still waiting for a response from the original supplier to see if they can supply parts at a cheaper rate.  VA will co-ordinate a flyer around the village to begin looking at funding the replacing of parts and ongoing costs.  
c) Benches – the clerk confirmed that the benches had been received and asked for approval to spend £28.38 on specific tarmac fixings at Ranworth Staithe to meet BA’s request; this was approved.  
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CP

	8  Reports from Village Hall and Parish Churches
LC reported on Woodbastwick Village Hall and an uptake in hire, including a wedding reception and party over the summer.  The bowls club remain at the hall, as do the art group who are joined by a series of floristry demonstrations leading up to Christmas, plus Halloween party.  However, costs remain high and reserves are dwindling which has led to discussions around joint working with Woodbastwick Estate, Woodfordes and others regarding future hosting of weddings.   
The clerk had circulated a grant for electrical works and LC confirmed she will be making an application to further upgrade Woodbastwick Village Hall.  
The clerk reported on behalf of Woodbastwick Church:
· The Quinquennial Inspection takes place shortly and the architect will be flying a drone over the church as part of his assessment.  
· Harvest Festival – 4th October at 11am
· Carols by Candlelight – 20th December at 3.30pm
· Open on 12th September for the Norfolk Churches Trust sponsored cycle ride 
AC enquired about the Remembrance Service this year and the clerk will enquire and confirm.  
A date still needs to be fixed for a joint quiz with the village hall and church, and the clerk will try to arrange this.   
	











CP
CP

	9 Received Correspondence 
The clerk reported on the following:
· As from 2026/27 the annual report will be available online, with this being the compulsory reporting method from 2027/28.  The clerk confirmed she has undertaken the training for this but is concerned that our current Auditor will not follow suit and therefore we may need to find another with increased costs which must be budgeted for.  
· Parish Partnership Scheme grants are open; the clerk will circulate details.  
· Road closure from Burlingham Road toward Chameryhall Lane will be in place from 3rd-7th Sept for City Fibre to install cabling (circulated/advertised).
· Hickling Flood Meeting (as circulated) for local villages on 25th Sept.  
· New bank authorisation cards were handed to AL/VA.  
· A short piece of work for Rev Cheryl was undertaken over the summer to ascertain permission/placement for a sandwich-style notice board advertising Ranworth Church and Tearoom events.    

	





CP

	10 Pending Payments
The following payments were approved: 
NALC web hosting and domain name renewal £154.08
Clerk £377.45
Hall hire £35.00
Accounts had been circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting.  
	


AL/VA


	11 Any Other Business
LC raised the frequency of power cuts at Woodbastwick; the clerk confirmed she had attempted to raise this with UKPN after Cllr Tough’s request last year and had been advised to follow up with claims and to call during an actual power cut which the clerk was unable to do not living in the village.  LC to follow up.  The clerk advised of the priority services register to make sure that vulnerable individuals were not left without heat/power.  
	


LC

	The meeting closed at 20.45hrs
The next public meeting will take place on 7th October 2026 at Woodbastwick Village Hall at 7.30pm.



Agreed and signed on behalf of Woodbastwick (Inc. Ranworth and Panxworth) Parish Council:



												
Chair							Date
Initialled……

